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Ryan Schipper appointed 
interim police chief

The Bagley City Council 
met in special session on Dec. 
28, 2021, at 8 am in the City 
Council Chambers.

Councilman John 
Sutherland made a motion 
to appoint Ryan Schipper 
as interim Police Chief. The 
motion was seconded by 
Councilman Jon Brovold, 
motion carried.

Sutherland and Brovold 
will coordinate with Schipper 
with directives for the 
position.

Sutherland made a motion 
to have Brovold review the 
job description and to check 
with City Attorneys for help 
regarding the hiring process 
for a new Police Chief. The 
motion was seconded by 
Councilman Chad Bonik, 

motion carried.
Brovold made a motion 

for Officer Olson to order 
supplies from a list he 
provided. Seconded by Bonik, 
motion carried.

Sutherland made a motion 
to approve the Press Release 
from the attorney regarding 
Renae Benson’s termination 
as Police Chief. Seconded by 
Bonik, motion carried. 

With no further business 
on the agenda, a motion to 
adjourn was made by Brovold. 
Seconded by Sutherland, 
motion carried.

Editor’s note – the press 
release referred to was 
published in the Jan. 5, 
2022 issue of the Farmers 
Independent.

Come support the Bagley Dance Team as they hold their annual fundraiser Saturday, 
Jan. 22, 2022 at the Bagley High School. Doors open at 2:30 pm. Show begins at 3:00 pm. 
Admission $6 Adult , $4 Student, 2 and under are free. Activity passes NOT accepted. 
Performances by Bagley Dance Team, Raise The Barre and Just For Kix. Clearbrook council approves 

general fund budget
By Corrine Richards

The Clearbrook City 
Council approved the 2022 
City General Fund Budget. 
They made the resolution 
for Final 2021 Tax Levy 
Collectible in 2022 for 
$250,000.

Ryan Solee asked to 
continue the Police Contract 
with Gonvick as is for 2022 
and they would revisit next 
year. The council moved the 
impound budget amount to the 
car wash. They will no longer 
be using the county impound 
lot. Solee with the Clearbrook-
Gonvick Police Department 
gave the incident report which 
included: 911 Hang Up 1; 
Alarm 1; Animal Related 3; 
Assist Other Agency 1; City 
Ordinance 1; Crimes Against 
Family 1; death 2; Domestic 
1; Medical 1; Motorist Assist 
1; Motor Vehicle Crash 2; 
Noise Complaint 3; Runaway 
1; Suspicious Activity 1; Theft 
1; Traffic Stop 8; Vehicle Lock 
Out 1 and Welfare Check 1 
for a total of 31 records. Solee 
has been working on a policy 
manual for the department 
and getting caught up with his 
work.

The council approved the 
wage increases for employees.

Chief Adam Krog with the 

County COVID 
update

From Lisa Syverson RN/
PHN, Director Clearwater 
County Nursing Service

As of Jan. 14, there have been 
1,750 confirmed cumulative 
cases of COVID-19 that have 
been counted in Clearwater 
County since records began in 
spring 2020.

There were 68 active cases 
from Jan. 1 to Jan. 14, for a 
14-day case rate of 77.19. Age 
ranges for the period are:

0-19: 10
20-29: 24
40-59: 19
60-79: 9 
80+: 6
The positivity rate in MN is 

21.6% and daily cases for today 
are 11,560.  Statewide COVID 
hospitalizations yesterday 
were 1,616 patients.  23.32% 
of all patients in hospitals, in 
Minnesota have COVID. 

Get vaccinated!  We do not 
want to lose another person to 
COVID!   

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe. It has gone through all 
the same safety steps of any 
other vaccine. The COVID-19 
vaccine works. The vaccine is 
very good at protecting people 
from COVID-19 disease. If you 
do get sick with COVID-19 
after being vaccinated, the 
vaccine will help protect you 
from getting very sick or having 
to go to the hospital. It takes two 
weeks after your second dose in 
a two-dose series or first dose 
in a one-dose series to build up 
protection against COVID-19. 
After those two weeks, you are 
fully vaccinated. The person 
who gives you the vaccine can 
tell you how many doses of 

The Latest on Omicron from the 
Minnesota Department of Health
By Commissioner Steve Grove 

This week, the Department 
of Employment and Economic 
Development (DEED) 
convened business leaders 
from across Minnesota to learn 
about the latest information 
on the Omicron strain of 
COVID-19.

Omicron is a very effective 
strain of the virus and moves 
quickly, in fact, it is doubling 
every 1.5 - 3 days. In 
Minnesota, the large number 
of cases suggest widespread 
community transmission, 
leading to an estimated 90% 
of cases right now likely 
attributed to Omicron.  

As cases rise, the increase in 
demand for hospital resources 
follows. Our healthcare 

Clearbrook Fire Department 
gave his January 10th council 
report. There were 6 medical 
calls, 2 structure fires and 1 
grass fire. Totals for the year 
is 145 calls with 104 being 
medical. The annual meeting 
has been set for February 7th, 
2022.

Karra Weems, Manager 
of the Clearbrook City 
Municipal Liquor Store had 
the overall revenue summary 
for the year. Profit for the 
month of December was 
$7,581.21 with a yearly 
profit of $80,943.08. Total 
expenses for the year were 
$720,967.53. Total revenue 
for the year was $801,910.61. 
They are planning a Valentine 
Supper at the bar for February 
12 and the bar will be open on 
Sunday, February 13 for the 
Super Bowl.

The Council went 
over the final request for 
application for payment on 
the Clearbrook Trail that 
was done this past summer. 
Davidson Construction of 
Newfolden did the work with 
Karvakko the Engineer for the 
project. Amount due on the 
application was $23,308.32. 

The city has sent to Otter 

Clearbrook
Continued on page 5

capacity is stretched very thin 
and the demands on it are 
expected to worsen. And our 
workforce is at continued risk 
of increased absences due to 
the disease.  

The bottom line: the best 
way to arm yourself against 
Omicron is to get vaccinated 
and boosted, mask up and 
stay home when you are sick. 
While there is evidence of 
less severe disease, we must 
continue to get Minnesotans 
vaccinated – the Omicron 
strain is especially milder in 
people who are immunized 
through vaccination before 
they contract the infection. 

The following updated 

Omicron
Continued on page 5

One Act Cast and 
Crew Prepare 

Show for Contest
By Marilyn Hood, Director

Students involved in 
Bagley High School’s drama 
activities are busy preparing 
for their upcoming sub-section 
One Act Play competition to 
be held next Friday, January 
28th at Red Lake County 
Central High School in 
Plummer.  This year’s contest 
play is entitled “Journey to 
the Worlds’ Edge: A Folk 
Tale in the Irish Tradition” 
by Harry Michael Bagdasian 
and Ernest Joselovitz.  The 
group will also host a public 
performance on Thursday, 
January 27th at 7:00 p.m. in 
the high school auditorium.

This tale is about young 

Row 1 seated Chloe Marsh and Kassady Dahlke.  Row 2 seated:  Jonna Seifert, Sloan 
Merschman, Laela Lafriniere.  Row 3 standing:  Ava Rolfson, Emma Crist, Charlee 
Masurka, Kensey Olson, Bryant Schwegel, Laci Martin. Row 4 standing:  Adriana Marsh, 
Beau Woods, Colin Agnes, Abigail Hagen, Katja Anderson, William Gunderson.  

These children were the 
winners of a coloring contest 
held on Bus #7 in Bagley. 

Each age group had a 
different picture they could 
color. Those who wanted to 
participate had three days to 
color their picture and turn 
it in to Mischa Halberg who 
drives Bus #7.

The pictures were then 
taken to the bus lot and the 
Bagley Bus Drivers voted on 
their favorites of the group. 
A special “Thank You” to 
Daroos in Bagley who kindly 
donated a $10 gift card to 
each winner.

Adi Back

Brantley Milton

Coloring contest winners

Bryley Netland

Kali Derby

Kyra Lynch’s Boston 
Terrier is shown to the right

Blood Drive Brings in 78 
Volunteers

The Bagley Rotary Club 
hosted a blood drive with 
Vitalant on January 10 at 
the American Legion which 
helped collect a total of 75 
units of blood products for 
patients in need. 

A total of 78 individuals 
volunteered to donate blood 
and 66 individuals were able 
to successfully donate. A total 
of eight donors also came 
forward to donate Power Red 
Cells (2RBC) which collects 
two units of red blood cells 
while returning platelets, 
plasma, and a saline solution 
back to the donor. There were 
two people who volunteered 
for the first time! 

Bagley City Council discusses 
state funding and nighttime 

snow relocation
by Brett Carter

The Bagley City Council 
heard ways to initiate 
discussions for funding from 
the state at its most recent 
meeting.

The council heard from 
Doug Lindgren who offered 
his help to connect with 
legislators to find more 
funding for the city sewer 
and water infrastructure 
project. “I’ll go down there 
[and talk to legislators], but I 
would highly encourage that 
you guys go down there,” 
Lindgren said. The personal 
meetings with city officials 
make the most difference, 
according to Lindgren.

“If the legislature does open 
up for meetings and allow us 

to go down there, I’ll take 
a trip,” Mayor Sid Michel 
said. “We have to push and 
push hard [for funding].” 
Michel also offered his 
appreciation to Lindgren for 
his willingness to help.

Snow removal at night 
was the topic for Bagley 
resident Jill Bakken who 
asked if snow had to be 
loaded into the vacant lot at 
Getchell and 3rd during the 
overnight hours. Council 
member John Brovold and 
Street Superintendent Bill 
Masterson had already 
addressed the issue changing 
snow removal to daytime 
when possible. Overnight 

Vitalant expressed their 
gratitude to Jane Gregory 
and Trisha Strain, who co-
coordinated the drive, and 
the Bagley Rotary which 
sponsored the blood drive. 

Living through a pandemic 
can lead to many uncertainties, 
although one thing we are 
sure of, is that the need for 
blood never ceases. Blood is 
only useable for 42 days, so 
a constant supply is always 
needed, no matter the season. 
Winter has challenges with 
the threat of weather/travel 
and planning, but the winter 



FARMERS INDEPENDENT, Bagley, Minnesota -- Page 2Wednesday,     January 19, 2022

Don’t forget 
to renew your 
subscription!

Ina France

Ina Fern Evangeline (Flom) 
France passed away Friday 
January 14, 2022, peacefully 
at the Lakeside Medical 
Center in Pine City.

Ina was born at home, 
July 20, 1933, to Hans and 
Ida Flom in Twin Valley, 
Minnesota.  

Ina attended and graduated 
school in Bagley, MN. She 
then took a position at a 
locker plant in Bagley before 
she moved to the Twin Cities 

OBITUARY POLICY
The Farmers Independent 

publishes obituary notices up 
to 350 words in length free of 
charge.

Longer obituaries will be 
assessed a fee, as follows:

351-700 words:    $25
701-1,000 words: $50
Longer obituaries will be

priced and a quote provided 
prior to printing. Long 
obituaries submitted for free 
publication will be edited to 
meet the 350 word limit.

In most cases, the funeral 
home will be charged 
unless we are instructed 
otherwise.

If you have questions, 
simply contact the editor or 
have your funeral director call 
us.

Email to:
farmpub@gvtel.com

DEAR DR. ROACH: My 
neighbor is battling cancer for 
the third time. The medical 
personnel she sees when she 
goes for her chemotherapy 
treatments are urging her to 
get rid of her two cats. They 
claim the cats are a danger to 
her health. Wearing gloves 
and a mask while cleaning lit-
ter boxes will not help. Why? 
What do the cats have that can 
hurt someone going through 
chemotherapy? -- S.C.

ANSWER: Cancer chemo-
therapy frequently causes 
damage to the body’s im-
mune system. Many types of 
chemotherapy work against 
fast-growing cells, and while 
cancer cells are fast-grow-
ing, your neighbor’s healthy 
immune system cells, espe-
cially white blood cells, are 
also fast-growing and can 
be damaged by the chemo-
therapy. Avoiding potentially 
infectious agents is therefore 
wise advice for people going 
through chemo.

There are several potential 
infections that can be trans-
mitted from cats to humans. 
The one we worry about most 
is probably toxoplasmosis, 
a protozoan infection. Toxo-
plasmosis is a big concern in 
people with HIV, but also can 
be an issue in people who have 
recurrent chemotherapy or 
have a more prolonged reduc-
tion in immune system func-
tion. However, toxoplasmosis 
can be effectively avoided by 
wearing gloves while chang-
ing the litter box, keeping the 
cats indoors and feeding them 
only high-quality cat food and 
never raw meat.

Cat bites or scratches can 
be very serious, especially 
to someone with an immune 
system that is less than per-
fect. If her cats occasionally 
bite or scratch, that would be 
a problem.

There are a few other un-

area with her sister Sylvia. 
They both found employment 
at Northwestern National 
Bank in Minneapolis. 
While making many trips to 
Moulton’s Rollerdrome in 
Rush City, Ina met Marvin 
Frank France and were 
married shortly thereafter.  

Marvin enlisted into the Air 
Force Officer Training School 
stationed in San Antonio, 
TX and Orlando, FL.  Upon 
leaving the Air Force they 
moved back to Pine City.  In 
Pine City, Ina worked for the 
Pine City School District as a 
teacher’s aide.  She enjoyed 
working with the children 
and providing rhubarb pies 
for the school staff on many 
occasions.   

Ina is survived by her 
husband Marvin France of 
Pine City; daughters Elizabeth 
(Mike) Nord of Bremerton, 
WA, Kathryn (David) 
McKeen of Saint Louis Park; 

son Vincent (Jane) France 
of Omaha, NE; sister Sylvia 
(Flom) Masters of Pine River; 
grandchildren Phillip Nord, 
Jacob (Erica) Nord, Madeline 
France, Alex France; great-
grandson Leo Nord.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents Hans and Ida 
Flom; sister Irene (Olaf) 
Brown.      

Services for Ina are 
scheduled for 2 PM; 
Saturday, January 22, 2022 
at the Pine City Evangelical 
Free Church-Lighthouse.  A 
time for family and friends 
to gather is planned for one 
hour prior to the service at 
the church.  The interment 
will take place in Birchwood 
Cemetery, Pine City. 

Funeral arrangements are 
entrusted to: Funeral and 
Cremation Service of Pine 
City-Swanson Chapel.

FuneralAndCremationService.com

James Tollefson

James Lee Tollefson, of 
Maryville, MO passed from 
this life on January 13, 2022, 
at his home.

James was born in 
Clearwater, MN. on June 21, 
1941, to Henry and Carol 
(Erie) Tollefson. He married
Betty Mullins in Fillmore, 
MO on June 21, 1986, and she 
survives of the home. 

He is survived by his wife, 
sister, Barbara Raad, Bagley, 

MN; sons; Paul Tollefson of 
Savannah and Wayne (Donna) 
Tollefson of Savannah; 
stepsons, Victor Neiderhauser 
of Fillmore, MO and Vincent 
Neiderhauser of Sparta, 
MO; daughter Tina Slay of 
Savannah; stepdaughters, 
Virginia (Donald) DeBoard 
of Independence, MO, and 
Vanessa (Justin) Armstrong 
of Maryville, MO; 22 
grandchildren, numerous 
great-grandchildren, and 
aunts, uncles, nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, brother, 
Duane Tollefson; two sisters, 
Mavis Heinecke, and Dianne 
Pederson, grandson Parker 
Tollefson, and granddaughter 
Emily Hope Greene.

James lived in rural Ebro 
until moving to Missouri 
in 1962 where he worked 

for Peach Tree Doors, 
McChesney Inc, then retired 
in 2011 from Federal Housing 
Maintenance.  James enjoyed 
fishing, tinkering with antique 
tractors, caring for wildlife 
food plots, and the breading 
of exotic chickens.

Memorial Visitation will 
be from 10:00 am -12:00 pm 
Thursday, January 20, 2022, 
at Breit-Hawkins Funeral 
Home, Savannah MO. 
Inurnment will be in Our 
Saviors Lutheran Cemetery, 
Bagley, MN, at a later date.

Memorial contributions 
can be made to Our Saviors 
Lutheran Church and 
Cemetery, Bagley, MN. 
Arrangements under the 
direction of Breit- Hawkins 
Funeral Home, Savannah, 
MO.

Pulse on People
Payton Johnson, Bagley, 

has been named to the 
President’s Honor Roll with 
a 4.00 GPA for the Fall 
2021 semester at Bismarck 
State College. “Our BSC 
community is so proud of 
the students named to the 
Fall 2021 President’s Honor 
Roll. At a time, and in a 
world, where we are facing 
challenges on so many levels, 
we’re so proud of our students 
rising to their possibilities and 
not allowing the challenges to 
interfere with their academic 
goals,” says BSC President 
Douglas J. Jensen. Students 
must maintain at least a 
3.50 grade point on a 4.00 
scale while enrolled in at 

least 12 semester hours of 
classes to qualify for the BSC 
President’s Honor Roll.

Benjamin Ryan Thoma, 
Clearbrook was recently 
named to the Fall Semester 
2021 Chancellor’s List at 
UMN Crookston. To qualify 
for a place on the Chancellor’s 
List, students must complete 
12 or more letter-graded (A-
F) credits while attaining a 
4.00 grade point average. 
The Crookston campus is the 
online leader in the University 
of Minnesota system and 
the only campus providing 
every full-time student with a 
laptop computer.

Jacey Tronnes, Leonard 
was recently named to the Fall 

Semester 2021 Dean’s List at 
UMN Crookston. To qualify 
for a place on the Dean’s 
List, students must complete 
12 or more letter-graded (A-
F) credits while attaining a 
3.66 grade point average. 
The Crookston campus is the 
online leader in the University 
of Minnesota system and 
the only campus providing 
every full-time student with a 
laptop computer.

Amanda Midbo-Neisen, 
Clearbrook, recently 
graduated from UMN 
Crookston with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Applied 
Studies.

On Feb. 1, 1884, the first 
portion of the Oxford 
English Dictionary (OED) is 
published. Originally begun 
in 1857, it was estimated the 
project would take 10 years 
to finish. In fact, it took over 
40 years. The OED covers all 
vocabulary from the Anglo-
Saxon period (1150 A.D.) to 
the present.

On Feb. 2, 1913, New York 
City’s Grand Central Terminal 
opens for the first time. The 
terminal, with a towering 
white marble facade, took 10 
years to construct and more 
than $4 billion in today’s 
money. It needed a $100 
million restoration starting in 
1980.

On Feb. 5, 1937, President 
Franklin Roosevelt announces 
a plan to expand the Supreme 
Court to as many as 15 
judges. Critics immediately 
charged that Roosevelt was 
trying to “pack” the court 
and thus neutralize Supreme 
Court justices. The Senate 
struck down the bill by a vote 
of 70 to 22.

On Feb. 3, 1959, rising 
American rock stars Buddy 
Holly, Ritchie Valens and J.P. 
“The Big Bopper” Richardson 
are killed when their plane 
crashes in Iowa. Singer Don 
McLean memorialized the 
musicians in the 1972 hit 
“American Pie,” which refers 
to “the day the music died.”

On Feb. 6, 1985, in his State of 
the Union address, President 
Ronald Reagan defines some 
of the key concepts of his 
foreign policy of supporting 
freedom fighters around 
the globe. These included 
covertly supporting the 
Contras in their attacks on the 
leftist Sandinista government 
in Nicaragua.

On Jan. 31, 1990, the Soviet 
Union’s first McDonald’s 
fast-food restaurant opens in 
Moscow. Throngs of people 
lined up to pay the equivalent 
of several days’ wages for Big 
Macs, shakes and french fries. 

On Feb. 4, 2004, a Harvard 
sophomore named Mark 
Zuckerberg launches The 
Facebook, a social media 
website he had built in 
order to connect Harvard 
students with one another. 
The previous year, he had 
created FaceMash, a website 
where students could vote 
on which of two randomly 
selected Harvard women 
was more attractive, quickly 
running afoul of both the 
administration and several 
women’s groups.

(c) 2022 Hearst 
Communications, Inc. All 
Rights Reserved

Risk to Chemotherapy Patient 
From Healthy Cat is Small

common zoonotic diseases 
(ones that can be transmitted 
from animals to humans) that 
might be of concern. Her cats’ 
veterinarian would be a use-
ful resource to find out more. 
The cats should, of course, be 
thoroughly evaluated.

Allergies, not infection, 
might be the issue, but aller-
gies are usually less of a prob-
lem during chemotherapy.

The risks from a healthy 
indoor cat are very small. 
Risks must always be bal-
anced against the very strong 
feelings people have for their 
pets, especially at a vulnerable 
time. I would not recommend 
separating a person from her 
cats without very good rea-
son, and would want to know 
exactly why, since it’s not 
clear to me in this case.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am 
an 80-year-old man with Type 
2 diabetes. I have been told 
that I have a heart “prebeat” 
but that I should not worry 
unless it becomes random and 
misses beats. I do not have 
atrial fibrillation and have 
passed several stress tests. I 
can feel a rapid heart rate, es-
pecially at night. I can usually 
stop it by heaving my chest. 
Am I at risk for a serious 
event? -- R.G.B.

ANSWER: Premature heart 
contractions can come from 
either the top chambers of the 
heart (premature atrial con-
tractions) or the bottom (pre-
mature ventricular contrac-
tions). Both are common, but 
neither is usually the sign of 
serious heart disease. The fact 
that you have found a way to 
stop them suggests to me that 
you are more likely having 
premature atrial contractions, 
which can come in runs of 
multiple beats (runs of prema-
ture ventricular contractions 
is called ventricular tachycar-
dia and is very serious).

Evaluation of this com-
mon concern often includes 
a long-term electrical study 
of the heart, such as wearing 
a Holter monitor, a 24-hour 
recording of every heartbeat. 
If that has not been done, 
and you remain concerned, 
it might be reasonable to ask 

your doctor about obtaining 
one. If you have had one, and 
it showed nothing serious, 
then you are at no increased 
risk above the not-insignif-
icant risk of an 80-year-old 
man with diabetes. 

Dr. Roach regrets that he is 
unable to answer individual 
questions, but will incorporate 
them in the column whenever 
possible. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGood-
Health@med.cornell.edu.  

(c) 2022 North America Synd., Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 

Farmers Union members 
share their health care 

stories
Two Minnesota Farmers 

Union (MFU) members 
today participated in a panel 
discussion with Gov. Tim 
Walz on issues surrounding 
health care access and 
affordability.

Walz has been doing a series 
of roundtable discussions on 
issues facing Minnesotans, 
including paid family medical 
leave and childcare, in 
advance of putting together 
his budget for the 2022 
legislative session, which 
convenes on Jan. 31.

“The affordability issue 
around healthcare has been 
with us for decades, while 
the Affordable Care Act made 
progress, we know there is 
more to be done,” Walz said 
in his introductory remarks.

Mike Peterson, a Farmers 
Union member from Rice 
County, talked about the 
wages paid to personal care 
attendants.
His son, Blake, has athetoid 
cerebral palsy. He is high 
functioning, but he needs one-
on-one care.

“We’ve decided, and 
Blake has preferred, that he 
stays in our home,” Peterson 
said. “We feel we’re giving 
him the best environment 
by doing that and probably 
saving the system a little bit 
of money, but it’s hard to staff 
the personal care attendants. 
Those personal care 
attendants who are providing 
compassionate hands to care 
for our son are being paid 
below $15 an hour.”

The cost of health care is 
also an issue for Peterson 
and his family. In 2016, his 
family of four paid $1,600 
a month for health care with 
$6,500 deductibles. They 
were dropped. He has since 
enrolled in MNSure.

Likewise, Steven Read 
purchases his health care 
through MNSure. Read is 
also a Farmers Union member 
from Rice County. 

“It’s not news to anybody 
that most small family farms 
are running on a pretty 
narrow margin and your 
health insurance costs can 

be the difference between 
profitability and being 
underwater year- to-year,” 
Read said. “My youngest son 
would like to take over the 
farm and you know, right now, 
he’s going to really struggle 
with his health insurance 
premium. I think that a public 
option for us and for a lot of 
those young farmers is really 
going to be critical going 
forward.”

In previous legislative 
sessions, Walz proposed and 
advocated for a public buy-in 
option called the ONECare 
Minnesota plan. The plan 
allows all Minnesotans to 
buy into a public option on 
MNSure and pay monthly 
premiums.

Members of Minnesota 
Farmers Union support the 
efforts of Walz to create a 
public buy-in option, adopting 
the language as part of their 
special orders of business 
at their November annual 
convention.

“A public buy-in option will 
help control costs for farmers, 
businesses, rural residents 
and people across the state,” 
the order reads.

Read and Peterson both 
emphasized the importance 
of affordable health care 
insurance to strong rural 
communities.

“It would be great if 
there was some health care 
for craftsmen and workers 
that everyday head out on 
Highway 19 and go north on 
35 just to chase the benefits,” 
Peterson said. “They have to 
for their families, but we’re 
watching craftsmen and 
young professionals leave our 
community every day to chase 
those benefits and it’s draining 
on rural communities.” 

“If we want to keep people 
in agriculture, if we want to 
keep people in rural areas and 
small towns, this is one of 
the biggest drivers in forcing 
people to make a choice 
between an advocation that 
can be their vocation or just a 
job for benefits that they have 
to live with,” Read said.

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES TO 
RECOVERY

By Mark Jacobson, Peer 
Support Specialist

There are no quick-fix ways 
for how to get sober fast, 
and there is not one simple 
formula for staying sober 
either. Whether you are looking 
to get sober or maintain your 
current state of sobriety, there 
are definite obstacles that must 
be overcome for your greatest 
chance at success, and they are 
as follows:

Get Honest with Yourself - In 
the depths of addiction, lying to 
yourself about the severity of 
the problem is very common. 
And of course, accepting the 
fact that you have a problem is 
the first step to getting the help 
and treatment that you need.

Have An Open Mind - You 
may be able to get sober 
without an open mind, but an 
open mind is necessary for 
lasting recovery. For those new 
to recovery, sobriety is a scary 
thought. It is an entirely new 
world. Literally, everything has 
changed around you, and it is 
this feeling that can often spiral 
people into relapse.

Overcome Complacency - 
All too often recovering addicts 
fall into a life of complacency. 
They are no longer using 

drugs or alcohol, but they are 
no longer growing as a person 
either. Complacency can result 
in relapse if unattended.

Be Committed - Nobody said 
that addiction recovery was 
going to be easy. If you truly 
want to get and stay sober, you 
need to be willing to put in the 
work. This means focusing on 
recovery every day. Yes, it will 
get easier with time. But it is a 
continuous process that will last 
a lifetime.

Wanting It - You are the 
only person who can make 
the changes needed for lasting 
sobriety. Lasting sobriety will 
only come when it is something 
you really want.

Having dealt with addiction 
most of my adult life, 
overcoming these obstacles has 
been a real challenge. My path 
to recovery has been a journey, 
one that will never end. 

If you, or someone you know, 
are struggling with recovery 
from addiction and would like 
additional support, I may be 
reached at gottahavehope38@
gmail.com or by letter to 559 
West Broadway Street, Winona, 
MN 55987.
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Tuesdays - 7 p.m. At the D&R Cafe - Bagley
Fridays - 7 p.m. Shevlin Fire Hall, Shevlin
Wednesdays - 7 p.m. At the Dome – west of Fireside
Sundays - 7 p.m. At the Dome - west of Fireside

Alcoholics 
Anonymous

tf
Questions? Call Jeffrey at 218-255-3829

Thursday - 7  p.m. At the D&R Cafe - Bagley

We practice social distancing & we also a virtual meeting on your smartphone, 
call me for details:

Narcotics 
Anonymous: 

NOW OPEN

Hours:
Tuesday-Friday
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

26 Main Ave. S

Barber Denny Gilbertson
307-349-6724 or stop in

tfc-s

(across from 
the Bakery)

We appreciate appointments!

Please give us advance notice of any address 
changes, along with the effective date of your 
address change.

If you will be traveling and want your paper put 
on hold, call us when you leave and reactivate when 
you return, or ask your postmaster to save your mail.

Failure to notify us can result in costly postal 
return fees of 62 cents per newspaper returned, 
and your paper may be returned multiple times. 
If you have moved without notifying us, the fees 
will be deducted from your subscription.

Subscribers who habitually call to place their 
paper on hold will see a $1 handling fee imposed 
each time.

Thank you for paying attention to such details.

Moving or Traveling?

Farmers Independent
218-694-6265

www.farmchek.com
224 N. Main, Bagley

Phone: 694-6568tfc

Professional Directory
To have your business listed here, please call the Farmers Independent: 694-6265

F1c

Monday - Thursday
8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
1 p.m.-4 p.m.

Office at: Peterson Hardware Building
13 Main Ave N, Bagley 
Phone: 694-6571

MARY JONES, DDS
JILL NELSON, DDS

TODD SANDWICK, DDS

BAGLEY
DENTAL P.A.

tfc

Our family serving your family for over a century

Four generations of professional service

(218) 694-6600

Great insurance.

Looccal serviicce.

Great insurance.

Looccal serviicce.
Lindfors Insurance Agency

Bagley - (218) 694-6848
Fosston - (218) 435-6585

Clearbrook - (218) 776-3161
Mahnomen - (218) 935-2231

Ada - (218) 784-2809

BERG 
INSURANCE 

AGENCY
Walkerbrook Center

Home • Life • Auto 
fArm• CommerCiAL  

Jon Brovold
(218) 694-2027

tfc

tfc-s   Solid Bottom

Septic Pumping
Satellite Toilet Rentals 

(218)694-6940
Bagley, MN  56621

(Yesterday’s meals on wheels)

Ad space available!
Call 694-6265 or email our ads personnel 

at joy@farmersindependent.com

tfc
-s

(218) 694-2354
Canine - Feline - Bovine - Equine

Mon. - Fri. - 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Sat. - 8 a.m. - 9 a.m.

Small Animal Evening Hours:
By appointment

Bagley Veterinary
Medical Center

Dr. John Q. Rolfson

The Grapevine
by Pamela Hagen-French
Call or Text Pamela at 218-401-1651 to report 
news about your family, such as new jobs, mov-
ing to a new home, prayers wanted for those 
who are ill, good news and more.

I am forty. Forty weeks 
old. Can you believe it 
Mom and Dad? Doesn’t it 
seem like you just found 
out I was here? Now it’s 
obvious, right? I mean, you 
can’t miss seeing Momma’s 
belly because I’m the size of 
a watermelon. My umbilical 
cord has been like a vine—
Mom—connecting me to 
you. Which reminds me: 
thank you for breathing 
for me. Eating for me. 
Sleeping for me. And you 
know, the other thing you do 
frequently in the bathroom. 
Which reminds me. Got 
diapers? I’ve been saving 
that surprise for you! And I 
feel ready for a big change. 
Stay alert!

-a.m.opdahl  

This message brought to 
you by the Clearwater 

County MCCL. If you are 
pregnant and need 
encouragement, 

www.speaklife139.com
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Events 
happening 

at the Clear 
Waters Life 

Center...

Chemical Dependency 
Support Group: Meeting 
every week on Tuesdays 
2-3pm. Located on the 
second floor at CWLC in 
Clearbrook. This group will 
provide encouragement and 
accountability as you work 
through change. A licensed 
Alcohol and Drug Counselor 
facilitates this group.

Celebrate Recovery 
Support Group: Jan 13 
& 27. Held every other 
Thursday. Starts at 7:00p.m. 
Open to men and women. At 
Clear Waters Life Center in 
Clearbrook, 2nd floor.

Grief Share Support 
Group This group is for 
those going through the 
grieving process due to the 

death of a loved one. Join 
us for one week or ongoing 
as we travel this journey 
together.
Starts January 11th, 2022 
every 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
night from 6:30-8:30p.m. at 
CWLC Clearbrook (second 
floor, first room on left).
To register go to our website: 
www.clearwaterslife.org or 
call 218-776-2789.

Support groups 

Youth Connection After-
school youth program for 
kids in 3rd grade up to 12th 
grade. No cost to participate. 
Wednesdays from 2:30-
5p.m. for 3rd-5th grade; 
Tuesdays from 3:30-5p.m. 
for 6th-9th grade. Held at 
Clear Waters Life Center 
in Clearbrook. Visit www.
clearwaterslife.org for more 
info and to register.

General Info
Clear Waters Life Center is 

a nonprofit organization. We 
are able to provide a variety 
of free or low cost services to 
our area thanks to generous 
financial donors just like 
you.  Be a part of making a 
difference and join our team. 
All donations to CWLC are 
tax-deductible.

For more information on 
our programs & services, 
visit our website: www.
clearwaterslife.org. Like and 
follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram.

CWLC Clearbrook: 256 2nd 
Ave SW 

CWLC Gonvick: 226 Elm 
St.

Phone: 218-776-2789
Email: office@

clearwaterslife.org

Red Wine Spaghetti
This easy pasta dinner is quick 

enough to enjoy any night of the 
week, and a great way to use up left-
over wine before it goes off.
 2  cups wine
 2  cups water
 8  ounces thin spaghetti
 1/2  teaspoon salt
 1  tablespoon capers, drained  
  and chopped
 1  tablespoon butter
 1/8  teaspoon pepper
 2  tablespoon grated Pecorino  
  cheese

1. In 12-inch skillet, stir wine, water, 
spaghetti and salt. Heat to boiling on 
high, stirring.

2. Boil 9 to 11 minutes or until pasta 
is tender, stirring often. Remove from 
heat.

3. Stir in capers, butter and pepper. 
Top with grated Pecorino cheese. 
Makes 2 servings.

For thousands of triple-tested rec-
ipes, visit our website at www.good-
housekeeping.com/recipefinder/.

© 2022 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All rights reserved

K
in

g Featu
res W

eekly Service
January 17, 2022

The American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit #16 Bagley 
hosted a Leadership 
Conference led by the 
Department of Minnesota 
Leadership Chairperson, 
Mary Efta from Unit #353. 
Topics discussed were 
the history mission and 
purpose, the emblem, an 
explanation of the Preamble 
to the Constitution of the 
American Legion Auxiliary, 
Code of Conduct, Mentoring, 
Records Retention, American 
Legion Auxiliary Academy, 
Branding, Brand Loyalty, 
Leadership Qualities, Unit 
Meetings, Order of Business 
and Protocol. 

Dennis Henkemeyer 
presented on Conflict 
Management via Zoom from 

sunny California.  He stated 
it was a bit chilly that day 
getting up to only 68. It was 
relayed to him that it was a 
balmy 13 with wind chill of 
-2 here in Bagley.  

The American Legion 
Auxiliary is open to 
descendants of veterans to 
include grandchildren, as 
well as spouses of veterans, 
male and female.  

The next American Legion 
Auxiliary meeting will be 
Monday, February 7 at 7 
pm.  Come on down and 
check it out.  Membership 
dues are only $27 a year. 
The American Legion and 
American Legion Auxiliary 
does a lot for our veterans 
and their families.  It’s a very 
worthwhile cause.

This past Sunday at Calvary 
Free Evangelical Church, 
Bagley, Andy and Sabrina 
Anderson held a dedication 
of their son Oscar, who they 
adopted last October.  They 
promised God to raise Oscar 
to know and love Him.  

Their 10-year-old daughter 

Ava professed her love for 
Jesus and was baptized that 
day as well. The service 
was presided over by Pastor 
Mark Johnson. A reception 
followed the dedication and 
baptism.  May God continue 
to bless you all!

The Shevlin Garden Club 
meets monthly including 
January. This is a correction 
from my last article.

January’s meeting was 
held this past Saturday at 
the home of Eli Voigt. 10 
members were in attendance, 
and one joined in online.

Eli prepared a nice lunch 
that included various English 
Tea Sandwiches, Black 
Forest Cake, a fruit platter, 
coffee, various reasons, and 
juice.

The topic for the meeting 
was Houseplants: Show 
&Tell.  Eli shared with the 
group various things about 
house plants, from how to 
take cutting and starts to his 
trick to get plants to grow.  
Eli had starts for the group to 
take home.

The next Garden Club 
meeting will be Saturday, 
February 19th @ 1pm at 
the Clearwater Co. History 
Center in Shevlin. Topic will 
be Hershey’s Kiss Roses. 
The March meeting will 
be Saturday the 19th from 
1-4 pm. A Spring Wake-

up Gardening Workshop 
that will be held @ Grace 
Lutheran Church in Bagley. 
More information to follow.

The Shevlin Garden Club is 
opening to anyone regardless 
of your level of gardening 
knowledge.  Guests are 
welcome to check it out.  
Membership is $10 annually 
for the local level and $20 
state level.  If you have any 
questions, please contact 
me at 218-401-1651 or 
email pamelajeaninme63@
gmail.com.  I’ll see that your 
questions are routed to the 
right person.  Please join us!

Do you have an event 
coming up or recently past 
that you would like to share 
with me? Maybe you had 
family visiting or went 
away for a while.  Are you a 
church or company having or 
recently had an event?   I’d 
like to share your stories in 
the Grapevine.  Please contact 
me at 218-401-1651 or email 
me at pamelajeanisme63@
gmail.com.

BR-LR: Bonnie Wagner #444, JoAnn Steindl #16, Marty Leeland #16, Pat 
Hanson #444, Lorraine Brustad #16, Trisha Strain #16, Jean Paderson #24. FR-
LR: Pamela French #16, Instructor Mary Efta #444, Cheryl Grover #16, Lynn 
Carr #17.

Legion Leadership Conference

Dedication and Baptism

Shevlin Garden Club Meets

Randy Cook, a major 
supporter of Freedom 
Christian Academy (FCA), 
envisioned the swinging bell 
as he examined his diverse 
inventory.  Randy enlisted the 
help of master welder Tony 
Hedlund who is a creator of 
unique solutions to crazy 
ideas.

Tony adapted the 30” bell 
and 36” yoke that were cast 
sometime between 1866 

and 1872, probably from 
surplus munitions left over 
from the Civil War from 
both the Confederate and 
Union Armies, by Blymyer 
Norton & Co. of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, according to internet 
research.

Using his country boy 
engineering skills, Tony 
adapted the unmatched 
bell and yoke from a rope-
swinging clanger to a 

swinging bell that strikes the 
clanger.

The bell is located on the 
west side of the old Erskine 
School that is being spruced 
up for the 2022-2023 school 
year, when it will be reopened 
as Freedom Christian 
Academy.  Stop by anytime 
and let freedom ring and 
show your support for FCA!

FREEDOM CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
LIBERTY BELL
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Bagley School
Menu

Clearwater County 
Food Shelf Hours
Clearwater County Food Shelf 

is open every Wednesday from 10 
a.m.-2:00 p.m. in the basement of 
the Bagley American Legion (go 
to the back door). 

Monetary contributions can 
be mailed to Clearwater County 
Food Shelf, PO Box 578, Bagley, 
MN 56621. 

Food donations can be 
dropped off at the Food Shelf on 
Wednesdays. tf-psa

Crossword answers on page 5

Senior 
Events!

BAGLEY CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

Senior Center 
Menu

WEEKLY EXERCISE 
FOR SENIORS Join us Mon-
day and Friday and get your 
body stretched and moving. 
Held at CWLC in Gonvick 
from 10-11a.m. Some of the 
activities include chair exer-
cises, creative movement, and 
balance training. If you need 
transportation and you are a 
Clearwater County resident 
that is 60+ years old, give us 
a call to set up transportation! 
(218) 776-2789.

SENIOR CONNECTION 
TRANSPORTATION SER-
VICE: Clear Waters Life 
Center offers Clearwater 
County residents who are 
60 & over. Rides scheduled 
Monday-Friday. 24-hour no-
tice required. Call (218) 888-
2320 to schedule.

SENIOR CONNECTION 
COOKING CLASSES Held 
the 2nd Monday of the month 
from 11a.m. to 12:30p.m. at 
Clear Waters Life Center in 
Gonvick. Next class Janu-
ary 11th, 2022. Learn how 
to make healthy and delicious 
food that does not have to be 
expensive. Each class you’ll 
make a nutritious meal and 
sample it! For more infor-
mation contact Angie Ness at 
(503) 200-0494. Sponsored 
by Clear Waters life Center 
and Prime West Health.

January 24-28

Monday: Scalloped 
Potatoes/Ham, Peas, Dessert,

Tuesday: Chef Choice,
Wednesday:  Roast Beef, 

Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Calif. 
Blend, Pudding,

Thursday: Sausage Egg 
Bake, Broccoli, Muffin, 
Cinnamon Apples

Friday: Closed
Milk and Bread included 

with Meals.
Meals are subject to change.
Please call by 1 pm the day 

before the meal. 
Pick up at 11 a.m.
Call Kay 9:30-1:00, Mon-

Thurs, 694-6873. 

January 24-28

Monday: Cheeseburger on 
Bun, French Fries, Broccoli & 
Cauliflower w/Dip, Pineapple,

Tuesday: Chicken Wrap, 
Cheese/Lettuce/Dice To-
matoes, Black Bean Salsa, 
Tropical Fruit,

Wednesday: Hamburger 
Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Fresh 
Veggies, Mandarin Oranges, 
Bread,

Thursday: Pulled Pork on 
Bun, Baked Sun chips, Creamy 
Coleslaw, Pears, 

Friday: Quesadilla, Green 
Beans, Black Bean Salsa, 
Applesauce, Cookie,

Breakfast
Monday: Pancake Nuggets 

& Syrup, Fruit and/or Juice, 
Tuesday: Cereal & WG Item, 

Fruit and/or Juice,
Wednesday: Muffin & 

Yogurt, Fruit and/or Juice,
Thursday: Cereal and WG 

item, Fruit and/or Juice
Friday: Mini Cinnis, Fruit 

and/or Juice

LAMINATING
Do you need a sign or ID 

card that needs to last!
We can help. 

Our new laminator takes just 
minutes!

Farmers Independent

Open Hours
Bagley Public 

Library
Tuesday: 1-7

Wednesday: 9-5
Thursday: 1-7

Friday: 9-5
Saturday: 9-1

Closed Sunday-Monday
tf-psa

DECEMBER 8, 2021

The Bagley City Council 
met in regular session on 
December 8, 2021, at 5:30 
p.m. in the Bagley City 
Council Chambers.

Present: Mayor Sidney F. 
Michel, Councilmembers 
Chad Bonik, Dennis 
Merschman, John Sutherland 
and Jon Brovold, City Clerk 
Faye Jacobs and Deputy 
Clerk Priscilla Johnson.

Also Present: Troy Jesness, 
Vicky Fletcher, Bill 
Masterson, Ryan Schipper 
and Brett Carter.

Motion was made by 
Merschman to accept the 
agenda with the removal of 
item # 8, appointments to 
the Park Board. Seconded by 
Brovold, motion carried.

Motion was made by 
Merschman to approve 
the minutes as written for 
November 10th and 16th. 
Seconded by Brovold, motion 
carried.

Sutherland made a motion 
to accept the Consent 
Agenda which included 
11 items. 1) City Receipts 
totaling $55,535.03. 2) City 
Budget Reports with total 
expenditures of $135,316.69 
for all depts. 3) Liquor 
Store Budget and Profit & 
Loss Report for October. 4) 
Approval of checks written 

for the City and Liquor Store 
in October 5) Approval to 
pay outstanding invoices 
for the City and Liquor 
Store 6) Approval to move 
$29,544.00 from Police Car 
Fund in Committed Funds to 
PD Capital Outlay to cover 
the cost of the new squad car 
7) Approval to advertise for 
fuel bids for 2022 8) Omitted 
9) Approval of Election 
Judges for 2022 10) Approval 
to set City Council meeting 
dates for the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month and the 4th 
Wednesday for work sessions 
11) Licensing approval for 
Main Street Tavern, Bowl 
Inn, American Legion and 
DaRoo’s Pizza.  Seconded by 
Brovold, motion carried.

Officer Ryan Schipper 
presented 2 estimates from 
Code 4 to equip the new 
squad car. One estimate with 
used parts and the other new 
parts with prices ranging 
from $4,010.51 to $9,207.09. 
Bonik made a motion to spend 
up to $5,000.00 to equip 
the new squad car using as 
many used and salvaged parts 
as possible. Seconded by 
Sutherland, motion carried.

Motion was made by 
Merschman to make 3 
extra payments, a total of 
$90,000.00 on the principal, 
of the 2014C Bond for the 
Liquor Store. Seconded by 
Bonik, motion carried.

Motion was made by Brovold 
to pay Knife River $18,110.31 
for the final payment 
on the Taxiway/Apron 
Rehabilitation Project, 95% 
of which will be reimbursed 
by the Department of 
Aeronautic. Seconded by 
Sutherland, motion carried.

Sutherland made a motion to 
approve the Agreement for 
Professional Services with 
Karvakko, P.A. Seconded by 
Brovold, motion carried.

Motion was made by Bonik to 
table the proposal from Loren 
Solberg to lobby on behalf 
of the city. Seconded by 
Merschman, motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING
TRUTH IN TAXATION

DECEMBER 8, 2021
Mayor Michel opened the 
Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m.

There were no citizens in 
the audience with questions 
or commits on the 2022 
proposed budget and levy for 
the City of Bagley.

After a brief discussion 
between the council members 
a motion to adjourn the Public 
Hearing was made by Bonik. 
Seconded by Sutherland, 
motion carried.

CITY COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS, 

CONTINUED
DECEMBER 8, 2021

Motion was made by 

Sutherland to approve a raffle 
for the Bagley Firemen’s 
Relief. Seconded by 
Merschman, motion carried.

Motion was made by 
Merschman to approve 
Resolution #23-21, accepting 
ARPA funds. Seconded by 
Brovold, motion carried.

Motion was made by 
Merschman to approve 
Resolution #24-21 
designating the Community 
Room as the official polling 
site for the City of Bagley. 
Seconded by Brovold, motion 
carried.

Motion was made by 
Merschman to approve the 
2022 City Budget. Seconded 
by Sutherland, motion 
carried.

Motion was made by 
Sutherland to approve the 
2022 City Levy. Seconded by 
Merschman, motion carried.

Being there was no further 
business to come before the 
board; motion to adjourn 
was made by Merschman. 
Seconded by Brovold, motion 
carried.

Sidney F. Michel, Mayor
ATTEST: 

Faye M. Jacobs, City Clerk 
Treasurer

Priscilla Johnson, Deputy 
Clerk

DECEMBER 15, 2021

The Bagley City Council 
met in special session on 
December 15, 2021, at 6:00 
p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers.

Present: Mayor Sidney F. 
Michel, Councilmembers 
Dennis Merschman, John 
Sutherland, Jon Brovold and 
Chad Bonik, City Clerk Faye 
Jacobs and Chad Arneson 
(via zoom).

Mayor Michel opened 
the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

stating “the agenda item 
is internal affairs data 
relating to allegations of 
law enforcement personnel 
misconduct. This portion of 
the meeting will be closed 
under Minnesota Statutes, 
section 13D.05, subdivision 2 
(a)(2).  I will now entertain a 
motion to close this portion of 
the meeting”.

At 6:01 motion was made 
by Brovold to close the City 
Council meeting.  Seconded 
by Merschman, motion 
carried.

The meeting was 
electronically recorded 
pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes, section 13D.05, 
subdivision 1.

Mayor Michel reopened the 
City Council Meeting at 6:29 
p.m. 

Brovold made a motion to 
take no formal action at the 
meeting, but to send a letter, 
penned by City Attorney Chad 
Arneson, with City Councils 
terms to the party involved 
and which the allegations 

of misconduct were brought 
against.  Seconded by Bonik, 
yea votes by Brovold, 
Bonik and Sutherland, nay 
Merschman, motion carried.

Motion was made by Brovold 
to adjourn.  Seconded by 
Bonik, motion carried.

Sidney F. Michel, Mayor
ATTEST: 

Faye M. Jacobs, City Clerk 
Treasurer

DECEMBER 22, 2021

The Bagley City Council met 
on December 22, 2021, at 
5:30 p.m. in the Bagley City 
Council Chambers.

Present: Mayor Sidney F. 
Michel, Councilmembers 
John Sutherland, Dennis 
Merschman, Chad Bonik and 
Jon Brovold, City Clerk Faye 
Jacobs and Deputy Clerk 
Priscilla Johnson.

Also Present: Ken Olson, 
Chris Arnold, Bill Masterson, 
Renee Benson, Darin Steindl 
and Ryan Schipper.

Mayor Michel called the 
meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Mayor Michel added to 
the agenda under new 
business, a closed meeting 
titled “internal affairs data 
relating to allegations of 
law enforcement personnel 
misconduct”.

Motion was made by 
Merschman to accept the 
agenda with amendment.  
Seconded by Brovold, motion 
carried.

Consent Agenda-Profit & 
Loss and Budget reports for 
the Municipal Liquor Store 
were reviewed and Arnold 
presented the bar graph he 
provides the Council with 
yearly comparisons. 

Arnold asked permission 
to re-hire Pete Walchuk 
as a part-time clerk with 
pay comparable to current 
employees and to set up a hot 
spot for back-up for the credit 
card terminals.

Motion was made by 
Merschman to approve 
Steven Larson with Reynolds, 
Harbott, Knutson & Larson 
P.L.L.P. out of Crookston 
for legal work on the 
Water/Wastewater Project.  
Seconded by Sutherland, 
motion carried.

Sutherland made a motion 
to approve the payment of 
an additional $93.61 that 
was not approved at the 
regular meeting on the 8th 
of December. Seconded by 
Bonik, motion carried.

Olson with the Police Dept. 

asked permission to purchase 
used radar equipment priced 
at $1,895.00 for the new 
squad car. Motion to approve 
the purchase was made by 
Merschman. Seconded by 
Bonik, motion carried.

Mayor Michel called for 
a motion to close the City 
Council meeting under 
Minnesota State Statutes, 
section 13D.05, subdivision 
2(a)(2) at 5:46 p.m. for 
“Internal affairs data 
relating to allegations of law 
enforcement misconduct” 
Motion was made by 
Merschman. Seconded by 
Brovold, motion carried.

The meeting was 
electronically recorded 
pursuant to Minnesota 
Statues, section 13D.05, 
subdivision 1.

Mayor Michel reopened the 
City Council meeting at 6:11 
p.m. 

Before a vote was taken 
Mayor Michel asked Chief 
Benson if she would like to 
resign, her answer was no.

Mayor Michel called for a 
motion; Motion was made 
by Merschman to terminate 
Chief Benson. Seconded by 
Brovold, motion carried.

Mayor instructed Jacobs to 
issue vacation pay on Dec. 
23rd as well as upon receipt of 
timecard, final pay and comp. 
time earned.

Mayor also asked that 
Councilmember Sutherland 
accompany Benson to the 
Police Department to get 
passwords and other things, 
to that Benson responded she 
did not have time, but would 
be in touch with him on the 
23rd.

Being there was no further 
business to come before the 
board; motion to adjourn was 
made by Brovold. Seconded 
by Merschman, motion 
carried.

Sidney F. Michel, Mayor
ATTEST: 

Faye M. Jacobs, City Clerk 
Treasurer

Priscilla Johnson, Deputy 
Clerk

DECEMBER 28, 2021

The Bagley City Council 
met in Special Session on 
December 28, 2021, at 8:00 
a.m. in the City Council 
Chambers.

Present: Mayor Sidney F. 
Michel, Councilmembers 
John Sutherland, Dennis 
Merschman, Jon Brovold and 
Chad Bonik and City Clerk 
Faye Jacobs.

Mayor Michel called the 
meeting to order at 8:00.

Sutherland made a motion 
to appoint Ryan Schipper 
as Interim Police Chief. 
Seconded by Brovold, motion 
carried.

Sutherland and Brovold will 
coordinate with Schipper with 
directives for his position.

Sutherland made a motion to 
have Brovold review the job 
description and to check with 
City Attorneys for help on 

the hiring process for a new 
Police Chief.  Seconded by 
Bonik, motion carried.

Brovold made a motion 
for Officer Olson to order 
supplies from a list he 
provided. Seconded by 
Bonik, motion carried.

Sutherland made a motion to 
approve the Press Release for 
Benson’s termination from 
the Attorney. Seconded by 
Bonik, motion carried.

Being there was no further 
business to come before the 
board; motion to adjourn was 
made by Brovold. Seconded 
by Sutherland, motion 
carried.

Sidney F. Michel, Mayor
ATTEST: 

Faye M. Jacobs, City Clerk 
Treasurer

“A Garden 
of Beautiful 
Memories 

Sprayed with a 
million tears” 

  

Sadly missed by 
Family & Friends 

Ja
11

9c

In loving memory of
JUNE WARD

6-27-52~01-16-16

JAMES JUVE

• SALES
• INSTALLATION

• CEMENT OR
FOUNDATION REPAIR

• MONUMENT 
STRAIGHTENING, 

LEVELING, RESTORATION 
SERVICES

F2c5s

www.dakotamonument.com

Telephone
(218) 435-1126
Fosston, MN

56542

Now through Feb 28, 2022, 
up to $300 in savings!!!

WINTER SALE!!!

Updated MN 
Groundwater 

Protection 
Rule Maps Now 

Available
MDA encourages farmers 

to review the changes

The Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture (MDA) has is-
sued updated maps that will 
help farmers across the state 
comply with the Groundwa-
ter Protection Rule. The rule 
restricts fall application of ni-
trogen fertilizer in areas vul-
nerable to contamination and 
it outlines steps to reduce the 
severity of contamination in 
areas where nitrate is already 
elevated in public water sup-
ply wells. An updated map 
of public water supply wells 
with elevated nitrate levels 
can be found on the MDA’s 
website.

The MDA has also made 
changes to the Fall Nitrogen 
Fertilizer Application Restric-

tions map which is also view-
able on the MDA website. The 
restriction of fall application 
on these acres will begin Sep-
tember 1, 2022. Farmers are 
encouraged to check the new 

maps prior to the fall of 2022 
to determine if their fields are 
subject to these restrictions.
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R&J BROADCASTING, INC
KRJB    KRJM    KKCQ-FM    KKCQ-AM
106.5 FM 101.5 FM 96.7 FM 1480 AM/99.7 FM

• Listen to Tom, Don, Laura & Dawson 
on 97.6 FM, 1480 AM and 99.7 FM

Local & National News 
at the top of the hour.

Catch the R&J Outdoor 
Show each Wednesday at 

5:45 p.m. on 96.7 FM!
tf-s

Open
M-Sat
7:30-8

Sundays
8-6

Just in case you lost your flyer or live outside the mailing 
zones of the Clearwater Shopper, you can still find all 
our great grocery bargains at the Farmers Independent 

website!

Go to:  https://farmersindependent.com
On the top right of the page, click on “Shopper”.

Find our flyer online!Find our flyer online!

Open until 9 p.m. seven days a week!

Just in case you lost your flyer or live outside the mailing 
zones of the Clearwater Shopper, you can still find all 
our great grocery bargains at the Farmers Independent 

website!

Go to:  https://farmersindependent.com
On the top right of the page, click on “Shopper”.

FOOD MARKET

New Bytes
MEDICARE 101 

VIRTUAL CLASS will be 
held Thursday, January 20 
from 2 – 4 pm. There is a 
lot to do when you become 
eligible for Medicare, and 
it can seem overwhelming. 
Minnesota’s Senior LinkAge 
Line® offers this class giving 
you answers.   The Senior 
LinkAge Line Medicare 101 
class is for people new to 
Medicare and would like to 
learn about Medicare Parts A, 
B, C and D. Topics include a 
comprehensive introduction 
to Medicare including 
what Medicare covers, 
supplemental insurance and 
Part D prescription coverage. 
During class, you will find 
out how to get the most from 
your benefits and how to 
research your Medicare plan 
options using the Medicare.
gov site. Space is limited, to 
attend please register online 
at www.dancingskyaaa.org or 
call Senior LinkAge Line at 
1-800-333-2433.

MARCH FOR LIFE IN 
BAGLEY Join the March for 
Life in Bagley on Saturday, 
January 22, at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Clearwater County 
Courthouse parking lot. Signs 
will be provided, but if you 
have one, please bring it. 
The March will end at the 

Calvary Evangelical Free 
Church where a Prolife Rally 
will be held at 10:15. If you 
are not able to make the walk, 
please join others at the rally. 
Alison Opdahl will speak on 
“Perception of Conception.” 
Refreshments will be served.

The CLEARWATER 
TRAIL BLAZERS 
SNOWMOBILE CLUB 
has scheduled a ride leaving 
Fireside Grill & Patio on 
Saturday, January 22, 2022.  
Leaving at 12 pm and making 
a circle around our trail 
system, Pine Lake, Gonvick, 
Clearbrook, Leonard and 
back to Fireside Grill & Patio 
around 4pm-5pm.  Fireside 
Grill & Patio will be open and 
those wanting to eat may do 
so on their own. Weather to be 
around 0.  The is to recognize 
“Snowmobile Safety 
Awareness Week” January 
15-23.  Be safe out there.

FRIENDS IN THE 
KITCHEN is back. Are you 
55 or older? Looking for 
ways to cook and eat healthy 
without spending a lot of 
money? Do you have mobility 
limitations or dietary needs 
that challenge your abilities 
in the kitchen?  Join Friends 
in the Kitchen monthly for 
these FREE sessions at the 
Bagley American Legion and 

learn how to create healthy, 
affordable, easy-to-make 
meals while making new 
friends. The date this month 
is Wednesday, Jan 26 from 
12:30-2 pm. This is sponsored 
by Lutheran Social Service of 
MN, Bagley American Legion, 
Galen’s Fresh Food Market 
and Split Oak Farm. For 
details call (503) 200-0494 
cell Bagley. No registration 
required, walk-ins welcome. 
We will cancel without notice 
if weather is an issue. Please 
call ahead.

SNOWSHOEING AT 
ITASCA STATE PARK Do 
you have a child in grades 
3+ who loves the outdoors?  
Clearwater County 4-H will 
be snowshoeing at the Jacob 
V Brower visitor center of 
Itasca State Park on January 
29th at 10am.  This is a great 
opportunity for anyone who 
is interested in 4-H to come 
check out a program.  Each 
vehicle will be required to 
have a parking permit.  Daily 
permit is $7, annual permit is 
$35.  There is no snowshoe 
rental fee for anyone enrolled 
in 4-H!  Please register at 
v2.4honline.com or contact 
Kayla at nyeg0007@umn.edu 
or 218-694-6151.

The CLEARWATER 
COUNTY HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY will hold its 
Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
January 30, 2022, at the 
Gonvick Community Center 
at 2:00 pm. Members are 
invited to attend. Agenda 
includes election of 3 
directors, a review of 2021 
and any other business 
brought before the board of 
directors. Light refreshments 
will be served. A program 
on County “Firsts” will be 
shown after the meeting. For 
more information contact the 
history center at 218-785-
2000.

H E A D W A T E R S 
OPEN MIC AND 
COFFEEHOUSE to be held 
on the First Friday, February 
4, 7 pm, at Headwaters Music 
& Arts (519 MN Ave NW). 
The event is a friendly open 
mic opportunity in downtown 
Bemidji with a welcoming 
environment for folks to listen 
and perform. Attendees will 
be sure to enjoy performances 
by community artists and 
featured performer, Alex 
Lundin. Sign-up begins at 
6:30 or by email to jjhgaard@
gmail.com. Held on the first 
Friday of most months, the 
Headwaters Open Mic offers 
a welcoming and supportive 
community for musicians 
and spoken-word performers. 

All ages and skill levels 
are encouraged to sign up 
for a 10-to-15-minute set. 
Admission is $3 per person 
or $7 for families. Coffee 
& treats are available for 
purchase courtesy of Aurora 
Waasakone. Headwaters 
Open Mic and CoffeeHouse 
is a volunteer-led community 
event. You can contact 
John Henningsgaard at 
218.444.9845 for more 
information.

NAMI MINNESOTA 
(National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) has set up a wide 
variety of free online mental 
health classes for January and 
February 2022. They include 
classes such as Hope for 
Recovery, Family to Family, 
In Our Own Voice, Creating 
Caring Communities, Ending 
the Silence, Understanding 
Early Episode Psychosis for 
Families, a suicide prevention 
class called QPR – Question, 
Persuade and Refer, a special 
QPR class for Agricultural 
Communities, and more. 
The classes are designed 
for family members and 
caregivers, persons living 
with a mental illness, service 
providers, and the general 
public. Find a complete listing 
of these classes and how to 
join in by going to namimn.
org and clicking on “Classes” 
or go straight to https://
n a m i m n . o rg / e d u c a t i o n -
public-awareness/classes/
scheduled/.

The ANNUAL ERSKINE 
CHILI COOK OFF which 
was postponed in November 
has been rescheduled for 
February 13 from 4 pm to 6 
pm at the Erskine Community 
Center. Entries must be 
served in running crock pots 
to keep them warm (so bring 
an extension cord), and each 
chef needs to provide small 
samples to everyone who 
attends. New this year: 
This will be a walk-through 
event where visitors will 
come in and be handed a 
token. Event organizers will 
then direct them to the first 
table, they will then follow 
a path around the room to 
each chili station, sample 
the chili there, and then 
move on to the next station. 
The very last station will 
be a voting table where you 
will drop your token into 
a receptacle marked with 
a number that corresponds 
to the chili stations. The 
Chili(s) receiving the most 
tokens will win some great 
prizes from area businesses! 
All entries must be entered 
and ready to serve no later 
than 4:15pm. This year 
some Covid precautions to 
ensure everyone’s safety 
will be observed. Hand 
sanitizer will be available, 
social distancing will be 
encouraged, masking while 
waiting to go in and start 
sampling will be requested. 
Also, once you have finished 
the rounds and cast your 
token vote we would ask 
that you would leave and not 
loiter.

A local COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR is now 
available on https://
farmersindependent.com. 
Organizers of community 
events can submit 
information to be included 
on the calendar. This 
information may also be 
used for posts on the Farmers 
Independent Facebook page.

Clearbrook
Continued from page 1

Tail Power Company an 
application for streetlights.  
They would like to add one 
at Tower Street and Center 
Avenue and the second light 
at fourth Avenue SW by the 
parsonage.  Monthly rate per 
unit would be $9.39.  They 
are giving the right of way for 
the construction, operation, 
extension, maintenance, and 
repair to provide the electric 
service at the two locations.

Resolutions were passed 
redesignating Border Bank as 
the City of Clearbrook’s official 
depository; redesignating 
the Leader-Record as 
the City of Clearbrook’s 
Official newspaper and 
accepting Brady Martz’s 
letter of understanding for 
services pertaining to the 
administration of City of 
Clearbrook’s audit and 
preparation of financial 
statements for the year ended 
December 31, 2021.

The council approved the 
donation from the Clearbrook 
Community Club for $525.00. 
This was a donation for Santa 
Claus Day 2021.

The council approved the 
monthly claims of $32,453.68 
and the additional claims of 
$106,194.35.

The council will be 
getting questions ready to 
ask each employee on their 
performance evaluations. 
Questions will be the same 
and different council members 
will set up times to go over 
with different employees. 

The next meeting is set for 
Monday, February 14, 2022.

COVID
Continued from page 1

vaccine you need and when 
to get them. This could include 
a third dose or booster dose. It 
is important to get the doses 
you need for the best protection 
(MDH).

We will be giving boosters 
(or first and second shots) as 
well as vaccine for children 
ages 5-18 years old next 
Thursday-January 20th from 
2:00-4pm.  If you would like 
to sign up or have questions 
please call Clearwater County 
Nursing Service (CCNS): 218-
694-6581.  

guidance applies in all cases:  
•	 You must be able to 

always mask when with 
others (30% of cases are 
still infectious at day 6). 

•	 You should avoid 
immunocompromised 
and higher risk 
individuals. 

•	 There are shortened 
timelines for returning 
to work, school, and 
essential activities, 
detailed below.  

•	 If you test positive during 
quarantine, you will need 
to move into isolation.  

•	 Some additional sector-
specific guidance is in 
development, and we 
will share that as it is 
developed.  

Omicron
Continued from page 1 Brigid Shawn O’Grady 

of long-ago County Clare in 
Ireland who just wants to be 
normal. Brigid cannot leave 
her house without being 
shunned and mocked by 
everyone in her village for 
the misshapen foot she’s been 
born with. She is isolated by 
her parents until, one day, she 
sets off to ask the help of the 
legendary Sea Mither. This 
powerful spirit gives Brigid a 
magical Bard’s Rod to point 
her way to the well at the 
world’s edge where Brigid 
will find a sage who will 
answer her plea. But getting 
there will not be easy. Along 
the journey, Brigid must pass 
three tests—one of her heart, 
one of her mind, and one 
of her courage. She meets 
talking animals, fanciful 
creatures, and a dangerous 

bog serpent that all challenge 
her to question what it means 
to be different. Steeped in Irish 
culture and legends, “Journey 
to the World’s Edge” is about 
Brigid’s journey toward self-
esteem and courage.

Seniors Sloan Merschman 
and Kassady Dahlke play 
Brigid and the wise sage, 
respectively.  A “circle of 
storytellers” includes the 
entire cast, and each actor 
plays another role as either 
one of the characters in the 
village, or one of the magical 
creatures Brigid meets on her 
journey to discover her own 
inner strength.  Plan to come 
out next Thursday evening 
at 7:00 pm to support the 
students in their own journey 
of learning the theater arts.  
All tickets are $7 and sold at 
the door.

Show  / Continued from page 1  
snow relocation will be done 
by the softball field after hours 
for the immediate future.

In department reports, 
Assistant Fire Chief Chad 
Bonik made the council aware 
of the need to begin looking 
for grants for turnout gear 
and self-contained breathing 
apparatus which will require 
$125,000-$150,000 in 
funding. It’s also time to set 
up the township meetings to 
discuss future funding.

The council approved the 
purchase of six new firearms 
and new, lighter, easier-to-
use stop sticks for the police 
department as requested by 
officer Ryan Schipper. “It 
want to show [the community] 
that we’re trying to do 
something,” Councilmember 
Bonik said, suggesting the 
need for extra effort while the 
city is currently short-staffed 
in the police department.

Mayor Michel brought a 

question about the possibility 
of an outdoor ice rink in the 
city—possibly outside the 
hockey building.

“We can talk to the fair 
board,” Bonik said. “Maybe 
the sheep barn arena would 
work.” “We can put it on 
Parks and Recreation,” 
Michel said. 

In other business, the 
council approved an 
occasional worker to operate 
the snow loader with the blade 
to fill in when Masterson is 
gone at $20.00 an hour. Also, 
a request for a pay increase 
in the city offices was left for 
discussion at a later meeting.

Finally, the council opened 
and approved the only fuel 
bid for the city from Bagley 
Co-op.

The next meeting of the 
council will be on Wednesday, 
February 9 at 5:30 pm.

City Council  / Continued from page 1

winter weather is no 
wonderland for hospital 
patients who depend on blood 
to keep them healthy and 
alive. 

Donors can make a 
convenient appointment to 
give blood at www.donors.
vitalant.org or by calling 
877-25-VITAL. With each 
donation, donors receive a 
free total cholesterol test and 

earn reward points. 
Blood donation takes 

about an hour from check-
in to refreshments, while the 
blood draw typically taking 
less than 10 minutes. Donors 
can save about 20 minutes 
by completing their Health 
History Questionnaire the day 
they donate on www.vitalant.
org/health.

Blood drive  / Continued from page 1

“Like” us on Facebook

We will be out in the 
community and you 
can see photos and 
videos that we post 
on our page.

Farmers Independent
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Thursday, Jan. 20
Hockey: Varsity @ 
Crookston, 7 pm
Basketball: Girls Varsity 
vs Fosston, 7:30 pm

Friday, Jan. 21
Dance Team @ Hawley, tbd
Hockey: Varsity vs 
Marshall (Duluth), 6 pm

Saturday, Jan. 22
Dance Team Show @ 
Bagley High School, 3 pm
Wrestling: Varsity 
Tournament @ Grand 
Rapids, tbd

Tuesday, Jan. 25
Wrestling: Varsity Dual @ 
Greenbush-Middle River, 
6:30 pm
Hockey: Varsity vs Red 
Lake Falls, 7 pm

Thursday, Jan. 27
Basketball: Girls Varsity 
vs Waubun @ Mahnomen, 
6 pm
Hockey: Varsity vs Becker, 
6 pm
Basketball: BoysVarsity @ 
Mahnomen-Waubon, 7:30 
pm

Friday, Jan. 28
Wrestling: Varsity 
Tournament @ Walker-
Hackensack-Akeley, 1pm
Basketball: BoysVarsity vs 
Win-E-Mac, 7:30 pm

Saturday, Jan. 29
Hockey: Varsity @ Ely, 2 
pm

BHS Athletics 
Schedule

Tuesday, Jan. 18
Peewees vs Bemidji, 7 pm

Friday, Jan. 21
Peewees vs St. Cloud @ 
TRF Tourney, 3:15 pm

Saturday, Jan. 22
Mites vs Red Lake Falls 
White, 10 am
Squirts @ Park Rapids, 
10:15 am
Peewees vs Woodbury @ 
TRF Tourney, 11:30 am
Mites vs Red Lake Falls 
Purple, 2:30 pm
Peewees vs Bismarck White 
@ TRF Tourney, 4:45 pm

Sunday, Jan. 23
Squirts vs Red Lake Falls, 
1 pm
Peewees @ Big Cat Classic 
in TRF, tbd

BFCG 
Hockey Games

Flyers hockey team on 
6-game win streak

Girl Flyers pick up victory against Warroad and drop two 
to Thief River Falls and Park Christian

Dance Show this Saturday

The Flyers hockey team has 
been on a roll with a six-game 
winning streak. The Flyers 
started the week with a 4-1 
win over Duluth Marshall 
on Jan. 13. Flyers goaltender 
Kassandra Fontaine had 
an amazing game with 41 
saves, with Brecken Levin 
and Logan Merschman each 
scoring 2 goals. 

On Jan. 15, the Flyers 
picked up another win over 
Wahpeton/Breckenridge, with 
the final score being 7-0. The 
boys played a great game with 
their defense being on the 
Wahpeton/Breckenridge boys, 
having only put 12 shots on 
the Flyers goaltender. Markus 

Olson had 3 of the goals, and 
Beau Gunderson getting his 
first goal of the season with 
an assist from Olson. Ryan 
Levin and Merschman adding 
a goal each as well. Flyers 
goaltender Fontaine got her 
2nd shutout of the season. 

Senior night was also 
Saturday, with Berae Nelson, 
Croix Nelson, Ryan Levin 
and Logan Merschman all in 
the class of 2022. 

The Flyers have 2 games 
this week, an away game 
against Crookston on 
Thursday, and then returning 
home to face Duluth Marshall 
at 6 pm on Friday. 

Markus Olson #9 gets the puck in the net

Logan Merschman #15 scores. Photos by Robert Sheridan

Landen Leavitt #18 gains the offensive zone

Bagley Peewee hockey team 
place 2nd in Fargo tournament

Congratulations to the 
Bagley Peewee hockey team 
for their 2nd place finish 
in the Fargo Woodchipper 
Classic.  There were 16 
teams competing from as 
far away as Arizona.  The 
flyers were undefeated, 
beating MR River, Fargo 

Freeze, Hazen-Buelah and 
Scottsdale, Arizona.  They 
finally lost to Roseville in 
the Championship game, 
earning them a second-place 
finish. The Peewee team is 
coached by Stu Dukek, with 
Bill Palmer and Derrick 
DeCoteau assisting. 

Congratulations 
BFCG Peewees!

I threw a ball for 
my dog. It’s a bit 

extravagant I know, 
but it was his birthday, 
and he looks great in a 

tuxedo.

The Bagley Girls Basketball 
team has an overall record of 
3-12. In their last three games, 
they fell to Park Christian on 
the road 74-34 on Jan. 11. On 
Jan. 14, they picked up a win 
at home against Warroad 45-
36. The next night Jan. 15, 
they had another home game 
against Thief River Falls and 
came up short 49-32.

The Flyers were led in 
scoring against Warroad by 
Kathryn Agnew with 15, Kira 
Thompson added 12, Hillary 
Maruska as well as Sadie 
Fultz both added 5, Isabella 
Warmbold 4, and Peyton 
Proulx as well as Shayla 

Hvezda both had 2. 
Thompson led the Flyers 

against Park Christian with 
8 points, Maruska and Fultz 
both added 6, Agnew had 
4, Warmbold and Lydia 
Ramsrud had 3, Hvezda and 
Sadie Larson both had 2. 

Agnew paced the Flyers 
against Thief River Falls 
with 15, Maruska added 6, 
Warmbold had 5, Fultz had 3, 
Thompson 2, and Larson 1. 

In the JV contests the Flyers 
lost to Park Christian 43-7. 
Thompson had 4 and Aliyaa 
Stevens had 3. The Flyers 
beat Warroad 15-9. Fultz had 
8, Thompson had 4, Breelee 

Neeland had 2, and Sadie 
Larson had 1.  The JV did fall 
short to Thief River 26-16. 
Fultz had 8, Thompson 6, and 
Ramsrud 2. 

The Flyers host Park Rapids 
on Monday, January 17 and 
host Fosston on Thursday, 
January 20. 

Player of the week was 
Sadie Fultz. She has started 
some varsity games this year 
and is an essential member 
of both the JV and Varsity. 
Sadie continues to work hard 
at her game and has a positive 
attitude.

The 4th grade girls team standing with the varsity team 
for the National Anthem. The 4th grade girls played be-
tween the JV and Varsity game and also during the Varsity 
halftime on Jan. 14. Photos by Megan Warmbold.

Support the Bagley Dance Team as they hold their annual fundraiser Jan. 22 at the 
Bagley High School. Doors open at 2:30 pm. Show begins at 3 pm. Admission $6 Adult , 
$4 Student, 2 and under are free. Activity passes NOT accepted. Performances by Bagley 
Dance Team, Raise The Barre and Just For Kix. 

Sophomore Aiden Wolfe finishes things off in his match against Jacob Luebke of DGF 
last Tuesday in their triangular at Perham.  Wolfe won the match by 9-4 in the 15-59 loss 
to the Rebels.  Other Brawlers picking up wins were Zach Thompson, Keegan Senger 
and Jonathan Rose.  This week, the Brawlers host Crookston Tuesday and the Varsity 
travels to Grand Rapids for a tournament Saturday.  Also Saturday is the 9th Grade and 
Under League Section 8 Tournament that the Brawler 7-9th graders will wrestle in at 
Mahnomen.

Senior Keegan Senger is back on the mat after injury and did great last Tuesday pick-
ing up wins against DGF’s Roy Rude pictured (3-0) and Kaden Feldt of Perham by pin.  
The Brawlers lost by score of 28-46 against the Yellowjackets.  Other Brawlers picking 
up wins in the Perham dual included Ian Phrakonkham, Aiden Wolfe, Zach Thompson, 
Tegan Larson and Warren Nelson.  This past Saturday, the 7-9th grade wrestlers also 
traveled to Mora for the 9th Grade and Under Wrestling League State Tournament.  The 
Brawlers picked up a win in the first round against Owatonna by score of 40-21.  In the 
second round they came up short, losing to MAHACA by 49-27 and then lost to United 
Dawson Boyd by score of 36-30. 

Isabella Warmbold #13 
and Sadie Fultz #4 guard a 
Warroad player
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CHICKEN NOODLE, 
NEW ENGLAND CLAM 

CHOWDER, BEEF BARLEY 
OR CHICKEN & WILD RICE

PROGRESSO
SOUP

5/$10 
19 OZ

BURGERS 

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY PEAS & 
CARROTS, MIXED, BRUSSEL 

SPROUTS, WHOLE BABY CARROTS, 
CRINKLE CUT CARROTS, CUT GREEN 

BEANS, PEAS, WHOLE KERNEL 
CORN, CHOPPED BROCCOLI, 

CAULIFLOWER OR BROCCOLI CUTS

VEGETABLES
10/$10 16 OZ FROZEN

Sale Dates: Monday afternoon January 17 - January 23

Come in and get your 
FREE Pump Perks Card! 

Save On Gas!

Drive Through Hours:
6AM-7PM MON-SAT • 7AM-5PM SUNDAY

FOSSTON • MINNESOTA

“Your family owned and operated store”
Phone: 218-435-1454

Store Hours
8am-8pm Mon-Sat 
9am-5pm Sunday

ASSORTED CASS CLAY

ICE CREAM
$2.39

56 OZ SQUARE

HÄAGEN DAZS SOFT DIPPED 
VANILLA OR CARAMEL

ICE CREAM BARS

$2.59 3 PK

ASSORTED ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY 

POTATOES & 
ONION RINGS

$1.89 19-32 OZ

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY 

BUTTER
$2.99 1 LB

JIF CREAMY OR CRUNCHY

PEANUT 
BUTTER

$2.39 16 OZ

ORTEGA MILD OR MEDIUM

TACO SAUCE
$2.59 

16 OZ

PILLSBURY MILK CHOCOLATE 
OR CHOCOLATE FUDGE

BROWNIE MIX
4/$5 18.4 OZ

APPLE 100% JUICE OR CRANBERRY

OLD ORCHARD 
$1.79 

64 OZ

• OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
• FAST PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICE & LOW PRICES
• GET MOST PRESCRIPTIONS 

IN 15 MINUTES  

LAND O’ LAKES  2%, 1% OR SKIM

MILK
$3.69 GALLON

CASS CLAY 2%, 1% OR SKIM

MILK...................... 97 OZ $3.39

30 PK - 12 OZ CANS 
BUSCH LIGHT
BEER ...........$21 99

DOLE GARDEN SALAD 12 OZ, SHREDDED 
LETTUCE 8 OZ OR
COLESLAW ............... 14 OZ 2/$3
BABY PEELED
CARROTS ..............16 OZ 99¢
DOLE
CELERY ..................... EA $1.59
GREEN GIANT BABY BELLA WHOLE OR SLICED
MUSHROOMS ...... 8 OZ 2/$4.50
RED, YELLOW OR ORANGE
PEPPERS .................... EA $1.29
GRAPE
TOMATOES..............PINT $1.99
SWEET
POTATOES...................... LB 89¢
HONEYCRISP
APPLES ..................... LB $2.29
NAVEL
ORANGES .................. 4/$2.50
BOSC
PEARS....................... LB $1.29

750 ML MOSCATO,
PINK MOSCATO OR RED MOSCATO 
BAREFOOT...... $4 99

8 PK - 355 ML CANS
VARIETY PACK
HIGH NOON ....$17 99

750 ML
APOTHIC CRUSH
RED BLEND.......$8 99

1 LITER 
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS
BRANDY VS....$11 99

750 ML
Z. BROWN UNCAGED CABERNET
SAVIGNON...... $14 99

750 ML
JIM BEAM BOURBON
WHISKEY ......$15 99

1.75 LITER
BAILEY’S
IRISH CREAM.. $47 99

SWISS MISS LUCKY CHARMS 
OR UNICORN MARSHMALLOWS 

HOT COCOA MIX
$2.59 6 CT

BLACK GOLD OR PIONEER BLEND 
12 OZ GROUND OR 10 K-CUPS 

1850 COFFEE ................ $6.59

CHEX MIX CHEDDAR, CHEX MIX TRADITIONAL OR

ORIGINAL BUGLES
$1.79 

7.5 - 8.75 OZ

ASSORTED RITZ CRISPS & THINS OR 

CHEESE CRISPERS ... 7 - 8.1 OZ $3.19

WISHBONE

ITALIAN DRESSING ...... 15 OZ $1.99

HUNGRY JACK COMPLETE BUTTERMILK

PANCAKE MIX
$2.59 

32 OZ

ASSORTED SUNBELT

GRANOLA BARS.............. $1.99

OLD FASHIONED OR QUICK

QUAKER OATMEAL

3/$5 42 OZ

FROSTED FLAKES, CINNAMON TOASTERS, TOOTIE FRUITES 
OF FROSTED MINI SPOONERS

M-O-M CEREAL... 22 - 36 OZ BAG $2.99

PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH

POTATO BREAD
$2.49

24 OZ

COUNTRY HEARTH ENGLISH

MUFFIN BREAD.......... 16 OZ $3.29

ASSORTED

DORITOS
3/$9 9.25 - 10.75 OZ

ASSORTED

RUFFLES ............... 7.25 - 8 OZ 2/$7

ASSORTED

DUTCH CRUNCH
2/$6 9 OZ

ASSORTED OLD DUTCH

PRETZELS ............. 12 - 15 OZ $2.99

STOVE TOP CHICKEN

STUFFING MIX
$1.99 6 OZ

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY GEMELLI, ROTELLE OR ZITI

PASTA
89¢ 16 OZ

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY HAMBURGER

DILL CHIPS............... 32 OZ $1.29

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY SEMI SWEET

CHOCOLATE 
CHIPS

$1.79 12 OZ

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY DARK BROWN, 
LIGHT BROWN OR POWDERED 

SUGAR....................... 2 LB 3/$5

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY 
DISTILLED, DRINKING OR SPRING

WATER
5/$6 GAL

ASSORTED 

BODYARMOR..8 PK - 12 OZ BOTTLES $5.99

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY 
ULTRA SOFT OR ULTRA STRONG 

BATH TISSUE
$5.99 6 PK MEGA ROLLS

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY MULTI SIZE SHEETS

BASIC TOWELS ........... 6 PK $3.39

HONEYBEAN HULA ULTRA GAIN

DISH LIQUID
99¢ 21.6 OZ

TIDE PURCLEAN

LIQUID LAUNDRY..........34 OZ $3.99

MINI CHUNKS OR HI PRO SUPREME

DOG FOOD
$6.99 

15 - 16 LB

SUPREME

CAT COMBO.............. 16 LB $9.59

SALISBURY STEAK, MEAT LOAF, SWEET & SOUR CHICKEN, TURKEY 
OR CHICKEN STRIPS

BANQUET T.V. DINNERS................. 3/$4

CHEDDAR, COLBY JACK, 3 CHEESE OR MOZZARELLA

BONGARDS FANCY SHREDS........ 8 OZ $1.99
ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY  

WATER ...............24 PK - 1/2 LITER BOTTLES 3/$10

LAND O’ LAKES 
ORIGINAL OR PLUS CALCIUM

ORANGE JUICE
2/$4  1/2 GAL

LAND O’ LAKES

HALF & HALF
99¢

PINT

WATER SOFTENER SALT
SUNSOFT EXTRA COARSE $5.19
SUNSOFT SOLAR PELLETS $5.69
SUNSOFT RUST BUSTER $6.49

40 LB

SWEET PEAS, WHOLE KERNEL CORN, CUT GREEN BEANS OR 
FRENCH CUT GREEN BEANS

BUTTER KERNEL ................ 14.5 - 15 OZ 5/$4

LIPTON 

ONION SOUP MIX ........... 2 PK 2/$3

ORIGINAL OR FAT FREE

WESTERN 
DRESSING

$1.89 15 OZ

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY SLICED

STRAWBERRIES
$2.99

15 OZ TUB

SCHULLSBURG CREAMERY

CHEESE PARTY SLICES ...16 OZ $5.99

LAND O’ LAKES 4% OR 2%

COTTAGE CHEESE ........ 16 OZ $1.79

LAND O’ LAKES WHOLE OR 1%

CHOCOLATE MILK
$1.99 1/2 GAL

LAND O’ LAKES

SOUR CREAM ............. 16 OZ  $1.69

FAMILY PACK 85% LEAN

GROUND BEEF
$3.99 LB

FAMILY PACK BONELESS

$2.69 LB

PORK
SIRLOIN 
CHOPS 

ANGUS FARMS BONELESS BEEF 

$4.79 LB

SIRLOIN 
TIP 

ROAST 

ANGUS FARMS BONELESS BEEF 

$9.99 LB

NEW YORK STRIP STEAK 

$12.50
5 LB BOX

FAMILY PACK HICKORY SMOKED 

$3.49 LB

MIDWEST PRIDE PORK  

$3.49 LB

SAUSAGE LINKS

BONELESS, SKINLESS

$2.99 LB

CHICKEN BREASTS

NO NAME CHEDDAR BACON

$6.99 24 OZ

FAMILY PACK

99¢ LB

MANEA’S ASST FLAVORS SMOKED 

$3.79 8 OZ

ANGUS FARMS BONELESS BEEF 

$4.99 LB

BALL 
TIP 

STEAK 

FAMILY PACK BONE-IN PORK

$1.49 LB

COUNTRY-STYLE RIBS 

JOHN MORRELL SMOKED

$1.99 LB

HALF HAM 

ASST LAND O’ LAKES OR PRAIRIE FARMS 

DIP ........................ 16 OZ  $1.99

BREW PUB OR 
PIZZA CORNER

PIZZAS 
2/$11

ASSORTED 

ASSORTED

APPLE 100% JUICE OR CRANBERRY

OLD ORCHARD 

ASSORTEDASSORTEDASSORTEDASSORTED

COCA COLA
PRODUCTS

$8.99 
24 PK-12 OZ CANS

LAND O’ LAKES HEAVY

WHIPPING CREAM

$2.69 PINT

LAND O’ LAKES

BUTTERMILK ............... QT $1.19

RED

POTATOES

DOLE GARDEN SALAD 12 OZ, SHREDDED 

POTATOESPOTATOES
$2.49 5 LB

 BACON 

FUNDOG 
FRANKS 

SCHWEIGERT

3/$4 12 OZ

ELLIOTT’S POLSKA KIELBASA OR 

2/$7 16 OZ

SMOKED SAUSAGE 
FAMILY PACK BONELESS

$2.69

PORK
SIRLOIN 
CHOPS 

FAMILY PACK HICKORY SMOKED 

CHICKEN 
DRUMS

BEEF 
STICKS 

ECONOMY BOX HICKORY SMOKED

 BACON 
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Well, we finally 
got it The Idiocy of Vaccine 

Mandates for Kids
Two years of waiting to the other shoe to drop 

and it finally happened, we got the Covid. 
At first, I thought it was just this years’ flu 

because you’re supposed to lose your sense of 
taste and smell. Not only did that not happen, but 
I also actually became hyper-sensitive to smells 
like cooking bacon. So, I assume this must be the 
omicron variant. 

My son and I started coming down with this 
last week, so I called their mother and asked her 
if she’d drive down and pick up my daughter for a 
short visit. When they got to her house, about four 
hours away, my daughter started to come down 
with it. She tested positive and has been staying 
with her mother ever since. 

Mighty good thing that because I’ve been 
hardly capable of taking care of anyone else. My 

son and the dog are pretty self-sufficient. 
It’s not terrible, about like the flu with 

chills, muscle aches, occasional coughing 
fits that left some pulled muscles on one 
side, and a complete lack of appetite. I’ve 
eaten as much in five days as I’d usually eat 
in a light day. 

Oddly, very little intellectual appetite 
either. I’ve read some articles online and 
I’m trying to follow up on some alarming 
stuff that’s come to light from insurance 
companies but to put it together I’m going 
to have to reduce some statistics to layman’s 
language and I just can’t muster the energy. 

Sorry, maybe next week. It’ll be worth the 
wait I promise. 

Getting better now, except weak as a 
kitten probably due to a starvation diet. I 
just haven’t had any interest in chewing 
anything. Just seems like too much bother. 

I do feel like it’s about time I turned the 
thermostat down and I’ve kicked the top 
blanket off the bed. 

Wish I could eat something. 
My son however is in the next room 

cooking up massive amounts of Little 
Smokies sausages in his own jalapeno 
marinade recipe.  

His comment when the test results came in 
was, “This is Covid? What a letdown!” 

So, apologies for the brevity and levity 
of this column. Next week I should have 
something more substantial for you. 

The old legal maxim is that everything which 
is not forbidden is permitted. Many public-
health experts apparently have their own 
version of this rule -- whatever is not forbidden 
must be mandated. 

It was less than three months ago that the 
Food and Drug Administration approved 
the COVID-19 vaccine for children on an 
emergency basis, and already there are debates 
whether schools should mandate it and 
jurisdictions prohibit unvaccinated kids from 
engaging in activities.

California, Louisiana and Washington, D.C., 
have scheduled mandates to take effect when 
the FDA fully approves the vaccine for kids. Los 
Angeles and Oakland have mandates, although 
they’ve been delayed. New York City mayor 
Eric Adams says he’s weighing a mandate, and 
bills in the New York State legislature would 
implement one statewide. 

When the FDA advisory panel met last 
October, several experts said they hoped the 
move wouldn’t lead to mandates. FDA official 
Peter Marks pooh-poohed the possibility, 
evidently underestimating the irresistible urge 
of officialdom in blue areas toward pandemic 
coercion. 

The decision whether kids get vaccinated 
or not properly belongs to parents. Yes, other 
vaccinations are a condition of attending 
school, but COVID vaccinations aren’t going 
to eliminate COVID, the way, say, Jonas Salk’s 
miraculous innovation eliminated polio. With 
the advent of omicron, it’s not even clear 
childhood vaccinations will do much to dent 
the spread. On top of this, COVID is relatively 
mild in children, whereas polio was a dread 
childhood disease. 

If the case for adults getting vaccinated is 
extraordinarily strong, it is much less so for 
minors, especially for healthy younger kids 
who tend to be at the least risk. 

Why, parents might think, take any chances 

with a new vaccine if is it protecting from a 
minimal threat (or their kids already had the 
virus)? Even if you believe this is the wrong 
call, it’s not obviously unreasonable. 

The medical news outlet Stat reported on 
an FDA model that looked at the risk to boys 
ages 5-11 from myocarditis, a heart condition 
that can affect boys in particular after getting 
vaccinated. According to Stat, the FDA 
analysts concluded that although “the vaccine 
might trigger slightly more myocarditis-
related hospitalizations in boys than Covid-19 
hospitalizations it would prevent in the same 
population, the benefits still might outweigh 
the risks, given that Covid cases that require 
hospitalization are generally more severe than 
myocarditis cases.”

Rather than trust parents to weigh such 
considerations on their own, places like Los 
Angeles want to bring down the hammer. 
The school board there wanted students 12 
and older to be vaccinated by Jan. 10. Then, 
unvaccinated kids would be relegated to 
remote learning. When the school board 
realized that 30,000 students weren’t 
vaccinated, a number that would overwhelm 
whatever dubious capacity the district has for 
remote learning, it backed off. 

The calculus here makes no sense. To 
avoid an unlikely harm -- unvaccinated kids 
getting a serious case of COVID -- the schools 
wanted to impose an almost-guaranteed harm 
by excluding thousands of students from the 
classroom, kneecapping their education. At 
best, this is playing chicken with the well-
being of children; at worst, it is thoughtless 
and cruel policy in stubborn pursuit of the 
goal of substituting the judgment of public-
school mandarins for parents. 

Already, roughly 40,000 students have 
dropped out or disengaged from L.A. schools 
this year, and the school board wanted 
effectively to match that via ham-handed 
enforcement of its mandate. 

The same impulse to punish kids whose 
parents don’t want to go along is seen in 
vaccine passport policies, like that in New 
York City, that exclude unvaccinated children 
from a swath of activities in public places and 
from after-school programs. It’s as if public 
officials got together and decided children 
hadn’t experienced enough social isolation 
already during the pandemic.

One can only hope there’s enough pushback 
from parents who value their judgment and 
authority over that of the politicians and 
administrators whose default is mandates over 
persuasion.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review. (c) 2022 
by King Features Synd., Inc. 

Steve 
Browne
Independent 
Writer
Copyright 2012 
Steve Browne

Legislative
Report
By Rep. Matt Grossell
R-Clearbrok
District 2A

Lots of good news to share 
today! First the Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of the 
rights of workers to choose 
whether to get the COVID 
vaccine. Big government is 
not the answer for stopping 
the pandemic. Minnesotans 
will not be ruled by fear or 
government overreach.

While this is a win for 
employees across the country, 
we must continue to stand 
against vaccine mandates. 
Democrat politicians will 
not stop with this ruling. 
Governor Walz was quoted 
today saying that he 
disagreed with the Supreme 
Court’s decision. The mayors 
of Minneapolis and St. 
Paul this week announced 
vaccine requirements for 
bars, restaurants, and event 
venues. DFL leaders will 
continue to push the bounds 
of the constitution and our 
individual rights. I will 

keep fighting against these 
unconstitutional COVID 
mandates to protect the 
rights and freedoms of all 
Minnesotans. 

The Minnesota Sentencing 
Guidelines Commission 
(MSGC) also unanimously 
voted today to listen to the 
over 3,500 Minnesotans 
who spoke out against the 
proposed changes to the 
sentencing guidelines. The 
Walz-appointed members 
decided to postpone changes 
that would reduce sentences 
for repeat criminals. I testified 
before the Commission last 
month against these changes. 
With crime rising across 
our state, we cannot make it 
easier for criminals to walk 
free. We must continue to 
watch the MSGC to make 
sure they do their part to keep 
criminals off the streets.

A year after 
insurrection, US ‘not 

in a good place’
By Scott Laderman

Folks taking the expressway 
from Duluth to Two Harbors 
have no doubt noticed what 
looks like one of the more 
risible emblems of American 
idiocy to grace our parts in 
recent months. “Trump won,” 
a large billboard insists in big, 
bold type, and “audits prove 
it.”

Neither claim is true. 
President Donald Trump did 
not win reelection, and no 
“audits” prove he did.

Yet, as easy as it would be to 
dismiss the billboard as mad 
ravings from a lunatic fringe, 
we do so at our peril. If 2021 
made one thing clear about 
the nation in which we now 
live, it is that the lunatics are 
no longer so fringe. Whether 
it is the right-wing death 
cultists railing against masks 
and vaccines or the two-thirds 
of Republicans who believe 
the 2020 presidential election 
was “rigged and stolen from 
Trump,” as one poll phrased 
the baseless claim, we face a 
serious and ongoing crisis.

A substantial minority of 
Americans has chosen to 
reside in a world ungoverned 
by empirical realities. It’s 
not just that they reject 

evidence contradicting their 
beliefs; it’s that they reject 
the idea of empirical reality 
altogether. What’s worse, 
their imperviousness to 
reason affects all of us.

And no, this is not a “both 
sides” issue; it is, at least 
on the weightiest matters, 
overwhelmingly a rightwing 
phenomenon. Nor is it new 
to the Trump era; for years 
scholars have bemoaned 
how the modern Republican 
Party has become, as two 
establishment political 
scientists diplomatically put 
it in 2012, “unpersuaded by 
conventional understanding 
of facts, evidence, and 
science.” 

One could see this in 
Republicans’ denial of the 
climate crisis, their embrace 
of supply-side economics, or 
any number of other issues in 
which reality interfered with 
the party’s apparent effort to 
empower corporations and
concentrate wealth in fewer 
hands.

The violent insurrection 
at the Capitol last January 
was but a symptom of this 
malady. I am sure I am not 
alone in having been struck 
by how often the perpetrators 
of the attack on the nation’s 
democratic processes 
described their actions as a 
defense of “freedom.”

Their delusion is 
possible only because 
they are among the tens of 
millions of Americans who 
have essentially become 
functionally illiterate. They 
may know how to read 
and write, but they cannot 
distinguish credible evidence 
from incredible nonsense. 
And, as has become 
increasingly obvious, they 
have no interest in doing so. 

49th Anniversary of Roe v Wade
To the editor,

January 22 is the 
anniversary of the Supreme 
Court decision to make 
abortion on demand the 
law of the land. The United 
States is one of just six other 
countries in the world who 
allow abortion throughout 
pregnancy... that’s including 
all 9 months!

Last year there were 42.6 
million babies aborted in the 
world...it was the leading 
cause of death... throughout 
the whole world!

After all the scientific 
discoveries concerning babies 
in the womb, the evidence is 
clear that the growing life in 
the womb is not just a blob of 
tissue. These children can feel 
pain. They have their own 
distinct DNA.

They have been “...fearfully 
and wonderfully made” by 
God and presented as a gift 
to their parents and the world. 
Each child has been prepared 
by God for a certain work that 
is meant just for him/her.

Abortion is a grizzly, 
gruesome, painful, horrific 
act against a child and its 
mother. Mothers who face 
this decision alone or who are 
counseled to get an abortion 
and choose that option can be 
affected for the rest of their 
lives.

The abortion pill is gaining 
popularity within the abortion 
industry because it is easier 
and more convenient, but 
not safer! The pill can 
be distributed through 
telemedicine and taken 
at home, without medical 
supervision, and has a higher 
incidence of complications 
for mom. In fact, surgical 
abortions are decreasing 
while medical abortions are 
growing.

So, what’s to be done about 
it?

The Supreme Court of 
the United States is now 
deliberating a case of abortion 
law that could change 
abortion radically in our land. 
A decision is expected within 

the next few months.
The justices need our 

prayers, because the forces 
of evil will attack them 
unmercifully if they change 
or weaken the law.
In addition to prayer, you can 
be a leader in the message to 
our nation to end abortion. 
Speak out to family and 
friends. 

Know the facts! Write 
letters to legislators who 
make the laws. Minnesota is 
one of the most progressive 
states in the union when it 
comes to protecting abortion 
rights and keeping it legal.

Speak out publicly! Join the 
March for Life in Bagley next 
Saturday, January 22nd...the 
anniversary of the Supreme 
Court Decision in 1973 to 
legalize abortion. Meet at the 
courthouse in Bagley at 9:30 
a.m.

The March will end at the 
Calvary Evangelical Free 
Church for a Prolife Rally 
at 10:15. Alison Opdahl 
will speak with the message 
“Perception of Conception.”

Remember what the 
Lord has commanded, “Be 
strong and courageous. 
Do not be afraid; do 
not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go.” 
Joshua (1:9)

Eileen Hegg
McIntosh

Scripture does not say people 
are immoral for refusing to get 

vaccinations
To the editor,

The pope recently said that 
people are morally obligated 
to get COCIV vaccinations. 
Scripture does not say people 
are immoral for refusing to 
get vaccinations. Yahuah does 
say “People who refuse to 
obey Torah are immoral (PS 
119:53). Regarding morality, 
the religion the pope lives 
by teaches Torahlessness.  
“Yahuah will not put disease 
on Torah keepers” (Deut. 

7:11-15). Some vaccinated 
people are dying from 
COVID. Unvaccinated 
servants of Yahuah (IS. 56:6), 
are not.

Michael Davis
Clearbrook

Insurrection
Continued on page 12
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Weather forecast for central Clearwater County

Clearwater County District Court Calendar

For details about court cases, visit:
https://publicaccess.courts.state.mn.us/DocumentSearch and 
enter the case number. All available documents related to the 

case will be listed.

Editors note - The Farmers Independent has a reporter 
attending the Colgrove murder trial and will publish 

coverage of the trial as soon as possible.

Clearwater County Sheriff Dept. Log
CFS Date/Time Description

Bear Creek
01/11/22 12:21:39 Traffic 
Stop
Bear Creek Total: 1

City of Bagley
01/09/22 10:53:09 Medical
01/10/22 01:01:24 Alarm
01/10/22 10:49:23 Domestic
01/10/22 13:09:28 Juvenile 
Misc
01/10/22 20:35:36 Medical
01/11/22 04:44:56 
Suspicious Activity
01/11/22 06:36:56 Alarm
01/11/22 08:18:59 Vehicle 
Lock Out
01/11/22 11:04:54 Parking 
Complaint
01/11/22 13:47:12 Assist 
Other Agency
01/13/22 02:39:35 Medical
01/13/22 07:08:31 Alarm
01/13/22 13:14:04 CIVIL 
PROCESS
01/13/22 13:16:41 CIVIL 
PROCESS
01/13/22 15:45:24 
Information Only
01/14/22 08:49:22 Juvenile 
Misc
01/14/22 10:30:40 Welfare 
Check
01/14/22 11:56:55 Welfare 
Check
01/14/22 14:18:13 911 Hang 
Up
01/15/22 12:43:21 CIVIL 
PROCESS
01/15/22 23:01:44 Traffic 
Stop
City of Bagley Total: 21

City of Clearbrook
01/10/22 00:57:36 Medical
01/11/22 08:34:34 CIVIL 
PROCESS
01/12/22 16:51:28 Fire
01/12/22 18:19:41 Medical
01/15/22 11:51:59 THEFT
01/15/22 14:56:38 Predatory 
Offender
City of Clearbrook Total: 6

City of Gonvick
01/11/22 10:59:59 Medical
01/14/22 16:05:38 Search 
Warrant
City of Gonvick Total: 2

City of Leonard
01/15/22 20:36:58 Traffic 
Stop
City of Leonard Total: 1

City of Shevlin
01/12/22 10:55:25 Alarm
01/12/22 17:29:10 Civil 
Complaint
City of Shevlin Total: 2

Clover
01/13/22 03:33:22 
Disturbance
Clover Total: 1

Copley
01/09/22 02:04:43 911 Hang 
Up
01/09/22 14:59:17 Medical
01/10/22 11:33:47 Traffic 
Stop
01/10/22 14:38:52
01/11/22 13:08:13 
Suspicious Activity
01/11/22 13:48:55 Alarm
01/11/22 16:35:26 911 Hang 
Up
01/11/22 20:35:14 911 Hang 
Up
01/12/22 09:40:03 
Suspicious Activity
01/13/22 13:11:58 911 Hang 
Up
01/14/22 12:56:02
01/14/22 16:19:51 Juvenile 
Misc
01/14/22 18:29:55 Motor 
Vehicle Crash
Copley Total: 13

Falk
01/12/22 19:00:45 Vehicle 
Off Road
01/15/22 18:37:34 CIVIL 
PROCESS
Falk Total: 2

Itasca State Park
01/15/22 12:36:41 911 Hang 
Up
Itasca State Park Total: 1

Leon
01/10/22 10:01:16 Welfare 
Check
01/11/22 08:44:21 Liquor 
Violation
01/12/22 09:04:22 Trespass
01/14/22 15:48:38 THEFT
01/15/22 19:13:19 Motorist 
Assist
Leon Total: 5

Minerva
01/13/22 21:36:29 Vehicle 
Off Road
Minerva Total: 1

Nora
01/10/22 18:38:24 Welfare 
Check
01/13/22 22:25:26 911 Hang 
Up
Nora Total: 2

Popple
01/11/22 17:34:29
01/14/22 01:44:55 Traffic 
Stop
Popple Total: 2

Shevlin
01/09/22 16:15:38 Traffic 
Complaint
01/09/22 16:54:03 CIVIL 
PROCESS
01/09/22 16:56:50 CIVIL 
PROCESS
01/11/22 07:44:37 CIVIL 
PROCESS
01/13/22 09:46:37 911 Hang 
Up
Shevlin Total: 5

Out of Jurisdiction
01/15/22 00:50:51 
Harassment
Out of Jurisdiction Total: 1

Total Records: 66

Sudoku &  Kids’ Maze 
answers on page 13

Party Name Hearing Date/Time Hearing Type Connection Type Case Number
Breidfjord, Cheryl A 01/18/2022 2:00 PM Hearing Petitioner 15-FA-07-296
BREIDFJORD, WILLIAM 
TRAVIS 01/18/2022 2:00 PM Hearing Respondent 15-FA-07-296

BROWN, SHAWN 
CHRISTOPHER 01/19/2022 9:00 AM Sentencing Defendant 15-CR-21-481

BROWN, SHAWN 
CHRISTOPHER 01/19/2022 9:00 AM Probation Violation Hearing Defendant 15-CR-20-162

BROWN, SHAWN 
CHRISTOPHER 01/19/2022 9:00 AM Probation Violation Hearing Defendant 15-CR-20-9

Colgrove, Christopher James 01/18/2022 8:30 AM Jury Trial Defendant 15-CR-20-329

Colgrove, Christopher James 01/19/2022 8:30 AM Jury Trial Defendant 15-CR-20-329

Colgrove, Christopher James 01/20/2022 8:30 AM Jury Trial Defendant 15-CR-20-329

Colgrove, Christopher James 01/21/2022 8:30 AM Jury Trial Defendant 15-CR-20-329

Colgrove, Christopher James 01/24/2022 8:30 AM Jury Trial Defendant 15-CR-20-329

Conner, Patrick Steven 01/18/2022 2:45 PM Hearing Respondent 15-FA-21-618
COYER, LEVI ALLEN 01/19/2022 9:00 AM Omnibus Hearing Defendant 15-CR-21-384

COYER, LEVI ALLEN 01/19/2022 9:00 AM Probation Violation Hearing Defendant 15-CR-20-98

COYER, LEVI ALLEN 01/19/2022 9:00 AM Probation Violation Hearing Defendant 15-CR-21-30

Guy, Cody Lee 01/19/2022 3:00 PM Scheduling Conference Respondent 15-FA-21-377
Guy, Joshua Charles 01/19/2022 3:00 PM Scheduling Conference Petitioner 15-FA-21-377

HELLER, JARED DOUGLAS 01/18/2022 1:45 PM Review Hearing Respondent 15-FA-11-384

Johnson, Jessica A 01/18/2022 1:30 PM Review Hearing Petitioner 15-FA-08-208
Kahlstorf, Kari Marie 01/18/2022 1:45 PM Review Hearing Petitioner 15-FA-11-384

Lavallee, Constance Catherine 01/19/2022 9:00 AM Arraignment Defendant 15-CR-22-4

Rose, Patrick Eugene Clyde, II 01/18/2022 1:30 PM Review Hearing Respondent 15-FA-08-208

Sandberg, Reed Andrew 01/19/2022 9:00 AM Arraignment Defendant 15-CR-22-7

SIGANA, DALE ANDREW 01/19/2022 9:00 AM Sentencing Defendant 15-CR-21-545

Stacks, Pennelope Pett 01/19/2022 10:00 AM Review Hearing Defendant 15-CR-21-385
Weise, Courtney May 01/18/2022 2:45 PM Hearing Petitioner 15-FA-21-618

New rules for debt 
collectors

New debt collection rules 
now allow debt collectors to 
use email, text, and social 
media messaging to track 
down consumers in seeking 
repayment of debts. 

While the new rules 
change how Minnesotans 
can be contacted by debt 
collectors, consumers are 
still in control to specify 
which communication 
method a debt collector can 
use. In some cases, the new 
rules offer more protection 
to consumers and change 
the way collection agencies 
conduct their business.

The Minnesota Department 
of Commerce, which licenses 
individual debt collectors 
and collection agencies 
that conduct business in 
Minnesota, is alerting 
consumers to be aware of 
recent rule changes that 

may impact a consumer’s 
experience with the debt 
collection agency.

“If you’re contacted by 
a debt collector, you can 
specify which way you want 
to be contacted,” Minnesota 
Department of Commerce 
Commissioner Grace Arnold 
said. “You can tell the debt 
collector to stop contacting 
you by text, email or social 
media, and instead say how 
you would prefer to be 
contacted. As a consumer, 
you are still protected under 
the new rules.”

The new debt collection 
rules are significant as many 
rules and regulations in the 
debt collection industry have 
not changed since the 1970s. 
The new rules were issued 
by the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau and took 
effect November 30, 2021.

The new rules place more 
restrictions on how often 
collection agencies can contact 
consumers. A collection 
agency cannot attempt to call 
a consumer more than seven 
times within seven days for 
each account in collections. 
If the consumer speaks to 
the collection agency, that 
collection agency cannot call 
that consumer again to collect 
on the account for seven more 
days unless requested by the 
consumer.

Minnesotans who feel they 
are being treated unfairly 
or engaging in ways with a 
debt collection agency that 
they don’t want or don’t 
think is legal should contact 
Commerce’s Consumer 
Services Center at consumer.
protection@state.mn.us or 
(800) 657-3602. 

The rules change the nature 
and content of the validation 
notice debt collectors must 
provide consumers, which 
now requires providing details 
about the debt to include:

•	 The debt collector 
communication disclosure.

•	 The debt collector’s name 
and mailing address and 
the consumer’s name and 
mailing address.

•	 The account number, 
the name of the original 
creditor and the current 
creditor.

•	 The itemization date and 
an itemization of the 
current amount of the debt 
reflecting interest, fees, 
payments and credits since 
the itemization date and the 
current amount of the debt.

•	 Information about 
consumer protections 
and consumer-response 
information including 
prompts for disputing the 
debt.

The rules do allow 
validation to be given to 
the consumer orally or 
electronically, instead of by 
mail. Additionally, the rules 
affect when a collection 
agency can report the debt to 
the credit reporting agencies. 

In the past, some collection 
agencies would park or place 
the debt on the consumer’s 
credit report and wait for the 
consumer to contact them. 
The new rules restrict this 
practice. Now, in most cases, 
the debt collection agency 
must speak to the consumer 
or send a letter or electronic 
message about an alleged 
debt before reporting the 
debt to the credit reporting 
agencies.
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Discover the Power of Print!
Call today! (218) 694-6265

List your 
service here!
Call 694-6265

Rolohome
Friendship - Wisconsin

MODULAR HOMES
Over 45 homes on the lot
KING OF THE ROAD
VA - FHA Conventional

Financing Available

ANDERSON
MOBILE HOMES, INC.

U.S. Hwy 71
Sebeka, MN 56477

1-800-879-2284 tfc

tfc-s

Custom
HydrauliC Hoses

HEAvy & 
MEDiUM DUty

Truck & Trailer
ParTs & service

Large, Diverse Inventory!

Truck Alterations

USED tRUckS
& EqUipMENt

• Day Cab & Sleeper 
Trucks & Trailers

AUtOMOtivE, tRUck & 
tRActOR tiRE SERvicE

Hwy 2 west
of Bagley

(218) 694-6872

ANDERSON
Truck & Diesel

ase & dot Certified

iNtERStAtE BAttERy 
DiStRiBUtOR

New
& used!

Truck & Diesel, Inc.

SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION
Randy Wetenkamp
Office: (218) 776-3995
Cell: (218) 556-5981

204 Hwy. 92 SW
Clearbrook, MN 56834

clearbrookelectric@yahoo.com

• Collision Repair
• Frame Straightening

• Fast & Free Computerized Estimates
• Glass Replacement & Repair

• Towing Service • Call Anytime
NEW! Vinyl Graphics, Banners, 

Semi Accessories, Equipment Rental

JoHN a. gerBraCHt
Hwy. 2 West, Bagley • Phone: (218) 694-6095

Fax: (218) 694-6096

tfc

Trades and Services Directory

Dear Savvy Senior,
Are there any tax breaks 

that you know of for family 
caregivers? I help financially 
support my 82-year-old 
mother and would like to find 
out if I can write any of these 
expenses off on my taxes. 

Supplemental Sam

Dear Sam,
There are actually several 

tax credits and deductions 
available to adult children 
who help look after their aging 
parents or other relatives. 
Here are some options along 
with the IRS requirements to 
help you determine if you’re 
eligible to receive them.

Tax Credit for Other 
Dependents

If your mom lives with 
you and you’re paying more 
than 50 percent of her living 
expenses (housing, food, 
utilities, health care, repairs, 
clothing, travel and other 
necessities), and her 2021 
gross income was under 
$4,300, you can claim your 
mom as a dependent and get 
a nonrefundable tax credit of 
up to $500.

If you happen to split 
your mom’s expenses with 
other siblings, only one of 
you can claim your mom as 
a dependent, and that person 

must pay at least 10 percent 
of her support costs. This is 
called a “multiple support 
agreement.”

The IRS has an interactive 
tool that will help you 
determine if your mom 
qualifies as a dependent. Go 
to IRS.gov/help/ita, scroll 
down to “Credits,” and 
click on “Does My Child/
Dependent Qualify for the 
Child Tax Credit or the Credit 
for Other Dependents?”

Medical Deductions
If you claim you mom as 

a dependent and you help 
pay her medical, dental and/
or long-term care expenses, 
and weren’t reimbursed by 
insurance, you can deduct the 
expenses that are more than 
7.5 percent of your adjusted 
gross income (AGI).

So, for example, if your 
adjusted gross income is 
$80,000, anything beyond 
the first $6,000 of your 
mom’s medical bills – or 7.5 
percent of your AGI – could 
be deductible on your return. 
So, if you paid $8,000 in 
medical bills for her, $2,000 
of it could be deductible. 
You can also include your 
own medical expenses in 
calculating the total. 

You should also know that 
your state might have a lower 
AGI threshold, which means 
you might get a break on 
your state income taxes even 
if you can’t get one on your 
federal income taxes. 

To see which medical 
expenses you can and can’t 
deduct, see IRS Publication 

 Tax Breaks for Caregiver of Elderly Parents

• Collision work
• Glass replacement

• We work with all
insurance companies

Open 8-5:30 M-F
423 Central St. West, Bagley

-- Formerly Willberg’s Auto Body --

For all your auto body needs, call us!

218-694-2886 & 218-368-3136
tfc

TJ Underground INC
Directional Drilling Services

Call us for your 
Directional Drilling Needs!

218-487-5230
tfc-s

BANKING SOLUTIONS DELIVERED HERE!
The little bank that brings you BIG results!

See us on Loans for . . . .
• Auto  • Home  • ATV   • Cabin  
• Boat  • Home Improvement
      • Lawn Care Equipment
    • Ag • Motorcycle • More!

Already made a purchase and financed elsewhere?

Check out our rates!
Refinancing with us could save you $$$!

The Northern State Bank
GONVICK, MN 56644  • PHONE: 218-487-5244

www.nsbgonvick.com

502 at IRS.gov/pub/irs-pdf/
p502.pdf.

Dependent Care Credit
If you’re paying for in-

home care or adult day care 
for your mom so you are free 
to work, you might qualify 
for the Dependent Care Tax 
Credit which can be worth as 
much as $4,000.

To be eligible your mom 
must have been physically or 
mentally incapable of self-
care and must have lived with 
you for more than six months. 
To claim this tax credit, fill 
out IRS Form 2441 (IRS.gov/
pub/irs-pdf/f2441.pdf) when 
you file your federal return.

Flexible Health Savings 
Accounts

If you have a health savings 
account (HSA) or your 
employer offers a flexible 
savings account (FSA), you 
can use them to pay for your 
mom’s medical expenses if 
she qualifies as a dependent. 
But be aware that if you use 
an HSA or FSA to pay for 
your mom’s medical costs, 
you can’t take a tax deduction 
on those expenses too.

For more information, see 
IRS Publication 969, “Health 
Savings Accounts and Other 
Tax-Favored Health Plans” 
at IRS.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p969.
pdf.

Send your senior 
questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller 
is a contributor to the NBC 
Today show and author of 
“The Savvy Senior” book.

1975... Pee Wees Win 10-Team Tourney
Turning Back the Pages 

will return next week

Front row: Wade Dukek, Pete 
Cowan, Darin Steindl, Dan Lar-
son, Craig Olson.

Back Row: Scott Oien, Mark 
Agnew, Dave Spray, Dennis 
Pemberton, Keith Stavig, Kelly 
Larson.

Not Pictured: John Melby and 
Bob Bestul.

A safety concern was brought to the Clearwater County Highway Department’s attention recently; 
the concern has to do with snow removal from private driveways. Individuals have been removing 
snow from their driveways by pushing the snow out of the driveway and across the roadway, or leaving 
windrows and piles of snow on the road. This is causing a serious safety issue by creating a driving 
hazard. In accordance with MN Statute 160.2715, it is unlawful and considered to be a misdemeanor to 
push snow across the roadway or deposit snow on the roadway.

Instead of pushing snow across county roads, driveways can be cleaned by pushing the snow into the 
county ditch on the same side of the road as the driveway. The snow on the left side of the driveway 
can also be removed to form a “pocket”. The majority of the snow from the roadway will go into 
this “pocket” so as to reduce the amount of snow being redeposited in the driveway from the county 
snowplow.

If you must enter the roadway to clear snow from the driveway it is very important to remove any and 
all snow that is carried out onto the roadway.  Please don’t leave that snow for the snowplow operator.  
The snowplow may not come back to that area for several days and any snow left on the road will be a 
hazard.  The snow will freeze in the windrows and ridges and is very difficult to remove.

If you have questions or concerns about this issue please contact the Clearwater County Highway 
Department at (218) 694-6132.  Thank you for your help in keeping our roadways safe.  

Snow Removal Safety Concern

Ja26c

Editor’s note - this photo was selected by one of our staff members, 
not me. I don’t think I contributed much to the victory. But they 
thought it was an “interesting” photo.
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ALIDA & RICE 
FREE LUTHERAN CHURCHES 

Pastor Dale Adams 
Phone 218-407-0804

Church 218-657-2576
ALIDA 

9 a.m. Sunday morning Worship 
RICE 

10:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship 
Saturday 

7:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study

CALVARY EVANGELICAL FREE
CHURCH

13 Bagley Ave NW
Bagley, MN 56621

218-694-2517
Pastor Mark Johnson

www.calvarybagley.com
info@calvarybagley.com

Sunday: 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Sermons are streamed on YouTube @ 
10:45 a.m. Sunday morning and can be 

found on our website.

 COUNTRY FAITH CHURCH
1 mile south of Clearbrook, 

2 miles west on County Road 6.
Senior Pastor Larry Dorman

Associate Pastor Nathan Nordlund 
Youth Pastor Brad Binder

www.countryfaith.org
218-776-3367

office@countryfaith.org
9:00 a.m. Sunday School (Sept-May)
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service (Jr. 

Church during Sermon time)
7 p.m. Elevate Youth for all 7th-12th 

Graders (Most Sundays)
6:30 a.m. Tuesdays Men’s prayer 

Sermon streamed on 
Facebook and You Tube

Check website for updated information

ELIM LUTHERAN 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Worship service Sunday 9:30 a.m.
If you are unable to join us, the Sunday 
morning message will be available on 

Soundcloud.com and search Adam Krog. 
A live recorded option will be posted on 
the Elim Lutheran Brethren Facebook 

page. You can also listen on our weekly 
radio broadcast at 8:30 a.m. on Sundays 

on 96.7 FM.
Any questions? Contact Pastor Adam at 

218-776-3750 or 218-556-5760.

FAITH HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
473 Schilling Road SE

Bagley, MN 56621
(218) 694-2046

Pastor John Swanson
Sunday Services: 

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
10 a.m. Coffee time

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship;
Wednesday

6:30 p.m. Family Night services for all 
ages

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Mark Olson 

32nd Bagley Ave. NW
PO Box 297

Bagley, MN 56621
(218) 694-2631 

faithlutheran@gvtel.com
Sundays:

Communion: 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month.

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. In-person Worship

10:00 a.m. Worship on GVTel channel 33 
& Bagley Public TV Ch. 22

Thursdays: 
10:00 a.m. Bible Study

GRACE CHAPEL 
Hwy. 92, 10  Miles South of Bagley 

Pastor Chris Conger 
218-657-2222 

Sunday
9:15 a.m. Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Bible School 

10:45 a.m. Worship Service 
Tuesday

7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
Wednesday 

6:30 p.m. Awana

GRACE FREE LUTHERANCHURCH 
Bagley, MN 56621

Office (218) 694-6570
Pastor Todd Klemme
9 a.m. Sunday School 

10 a.m. Sunday Worship 
September-May Every Thursday: 

10 a.m. Bible Study 
Communion First Sunday of the Month

LANDSTAD FREE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

220 2nd Street E, Shevlin, Minn. 
Pastor Micah Carpenter

218-452-3017
9 a.m. Worship 

9:40 a.m. Sunday School

LENGBY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rt. 1 Box 1376, Lengby, MN 56651 

Pastor Mark Erickson 
11 a.m. Sunday Worship Services/

Children’s Church 
7 p.m. Wednesday Bible Study/Kids Time

NEE GON NEE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Roy Lake, Star Route 
Mahnomen, MN 56557 

9 a.m. Join Us for  Sunday Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

REDEEMER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH, LC-MS

 Pastor Eli Benjamin Voigt  
Corner of Hwy. 2 & Red Lake Ave. SW, 

PO Box E ~  Bagley, MN 56621
Church Phone: (218) 694-6258
Parish Phone: (218) 251-2051 

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion on the 1st and 

3rd Sundays of the month; 
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m. (Sept. - May) 

Adult Bible Class: 10:45 a.m.

RICE LAKE AREA FELLOWSHIP 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

5 miles west of Bagley on Hwy 2 
and 10 miles south on Co. Road 7 

Pastor Timothy Brown from Assembly 
of God in White Earth, Minn. 
4 p.m. Sunday Evening Services 
Potluck Fellowship Following

SELL LAKE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

Dr. Jeff Wisdom, Pastor 
(218) 657-2430
County Rd. 2

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship Services

ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Corner of Central St. W. &

Red Lake Ave. N.
Bagley, MN 56621

(218) 694-6416
Pastor: Fr. John Melkies Suvakeen

Deacon Aaron Kaiser
St. Joseph’s Church

Sunday
8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Mary’s Fosston 

10:30 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph’s Bagley
Wednesday

5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross
 6:30 p.m. Mass, 

From February 24th through March 27th
St. Joseph’s Bagley

ST. PHILLIP’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

Rev. George Ross, Supervising Priest 
Rev. Lisa White Smith, Assistant Priest 

7 p.m. Wednesday, AA Meeting 
10 a.m. Sunday School 1-6 Grade 

11 a.m. Sunday Worship

LENGBY LUTHERAN PARISH
Pastor Gene Lilienthal 
Phone 668-2211 (office) 
9:05 a.m. “Christ for Us” 

on 96.7 FM, KKCQ.
OUR SAVIOR’S-BAGLEY 

Sunday    
9:00 a.m. Worship/Communion 

10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour/Sunday School
ST. PAUL’S-LENGBY

Sunday   
8:15 a.m. Bible Study 

9 a.m. Services 
10:30 a.m. Services 

Wednesday 7 p.m. Bible Study

FAITH BIBLE CHAPEL OF CLOVER 
53239 269th Avenue

Leonard, MN. 56652
Thursday: 6 p.m. Prayer 

7 p.m. Bible Study
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

POPLAR LAKE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

(American Association of Lutheran 
Churches)

Sunday
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Worship 
Thursday

6:30 p.m. Bible Study

THE COWBOY CHURCH
Pastor Ron Swenson

Bagley, MN 55621 
(218) 694-2437

10 a.m. Sunday Worship/Communion
Pot Bless Fellowship following Service

UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
BERNER

Pastor Kris Snyder
Sunday  9 a.m. Worship

RURAL LUTHERAN CHURCHES 
ELCA

Pastor Randy McGuire
Phone (218) 766-1752 

No Church Service for Bethel Lutheran 
and Zion Lutheran for the month of 

January

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH IN AMERICA
Pastor Robert Kirchman

Clearbrook, Leonard Parish
Phone (218) 776-3139

GOOD SHEPHERD-CLEARBROOK
Wednesday, January 19th  

5:45pm Confirmation/Meal 7-9th Grade; 
6:30pm Choir practice; 7:30pm Handbell 

Practice
Sunday, January 23rd   

9:00am Worship Service/Communion 
10:00am Coffee Hour/Sunday School

Wednesday, January 26th 
5:45pm Confirmation/Meal 7-9th Grade; 
6:30pm Choir practice; 7:30pm Handbell 

Practice
OUR SAVIOR’S-LEONARD

Sunday, January 16th
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour/Sunday School; 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service/Communion 

SERVANTS OF YAHUAH
 The most high Eloheem and ‘only’ 

saviour (Isaiah 43:11) are meeting on 
Yahuah’s sacred Sabbaths. Call (218) 766-

8176 for information.
-Emergency food shelf

-Homeless shelter

SAMHOLD LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
GONVICK

Intermim Pastors
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship
Communion: 1st and 3rd week

Worship Services are broadcasted live 
on Facebook every Sunday at 

www.facebook.com/gonvickparish and 
notifications of special events.

SHEPHERD OF THE PINES 
SOLWAY LUTHERAN CHURCH

CLEARWATER (Shevlin) LUTHERAN 
Pastor Mark Kuleta

P.O. Box 9, Shevlin, MN 56676 
(218) 785-2146 

Sunday, January 16
9:30 am – Sunday School

10:45 am – Worship Services – 
Wednesday, January 19 

6:30 pm – Love Circle
7 pm - Confirmation

Solway Lutheran Church
Sunday, January 23rd
9 am – Worship Services

10:30 am – Sunday School

Smiling, I dove in the di-
rection of my daughter. “Hey, 
look what they were giving 
out at church! It’s a piece of a 
jig-saw puzzle with a little pin 
attached! You are supposed to 
give these out and tell others 
what an important piece of the 
puzzle they are in life! I got a 
pile of em! Isn’t this a great 
idea? Want some?”

She, puzzled about this style 
of connecting, was not im-
pressed. I, on the other hand, 
thought it was a great way to 
connect all who just wanna fit 
in somewhere. She looked not 
only hesitant, but doubtful.

Quietly tossing them back 
into my pocket, I immediately 
regretted my actions. A little 
too exuberant, and a little too 
“in her face” was I. More un-
assuming she is, and while a 
connector…she has her own 
gentle way of doing things. 

Funny thing though, my 
style doesn’t seem to change 
even after being made aware. 

Case-in-point:
 I was on Marketplace (a 

more expanded version of 
your local Buy and Sell on-

It’s a Puzzle

line). That’s where I saw 
it “For Sale.” A Christmas 
Nativity set was calling my 
name. I began texting.

Me: Is this still available?
Seller: Yes
Me: Does it come with the 

stable?
Seller: Yea
Me: So the figurines are 

heavy plastic?
Seller: Yea
Me: I don’t mean to bug 

you but can you call me? 
(What fun is it to buy some-
thing without connecting and 
giving the whole back story 
of what you are going to use 
it for?)

Seller: I can’t talk. I’m at 
work. Just message me here.

Me: I up-cycle these items. 
(Assuming they care, I sent 
two short video clips of my 
completed projects.)

Several texts later with no 
response…I finally eek a 
thumbs up out of em.

I take the plunge and buy it. 
Immediately I begin texting 
once again.

Me: Did I get it?
Me: Did it go through?

Me: Sorry I keep bugging 
you.

Me: Did you delete me?
Me: I don’t’ blame you. Sor-

ry! Can you just let me know 
if I’m the one who bought it?

Finally, with no fanfare, no 
connection, no thank you, no 
nothing…just a text reading, 

“I’ll send it out as soon as 
possible, either today or to-
morrow.”

Me: Yes! Thank you!!!!!!
Innately it’s important to me 

that they know the crèche will 
be put to good use and that it’s 
in good hands. I want them to 
know I do not take their kind-

FIRST BAPTIST, CLEARBROOK
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Church
Thursday: Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

Clearbrook, Minn.
President Samuel B. Sparhawk

(218) 556-6707
Sunday: 10 a.m. Service

11:10 a.m. Sunday School
11:20 a.m. Primary

12:10 p.m. Priesthood and Relief Society
12:10 p.m. Young Women’s

KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

204 Sand Lake Ave. NW, Bagley 
218-694-2075 

Thursday 
7:30-9:10 p.m. Congregation Bible Study 

Theocratic Ministry School 
Service Meeting 

Sunday
10 a.m. Bible Discourse 

& Watchtower Study

Musings by Mollette
Dr. Glenn Mollette is a graduate of 

numerous schools including Georgetown 
College,  Southern and Lexington 
Seminaries in Kentucky. He is the author 
of 13 books including Uncommon Sense. 
His column is published weekly in over 600 
publications in all 50 states.)

ness of selling me their item 
for granted.

I suppose my story is a lon-
ger version of Romans 12:4-5. 
“So we, though many, are one 
body in Christ, and individu-
ally members one of another. 
Having gifts that differ…”  

The words to Dana Stovall’s 
song put it in perspective.

“We are one body, one body 
In Christ.

And we do not stand alone.”  
As we fit into His master 

puzzle, may we use the piece 
He’s gifted us well.  Amen.
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  Nearly all of us have some

method for planning our

daily activities. With no plan

to follow, our time will likely

be wasted and our days

mean i ng less .  Of ten ,

however, our carefully

detailed plans can be

completely disrupted by an

emergency or unexpected

demand. In Psalm 92,

however, we find a simple

way to open and close each

day and bring God’s

presence into our lives.

  The Psalmist suggests

that we begin the day with a

“proclamation” - we are to

“proclaim the love of God.”

If we begin each day by

proclaiming the love that

God has for us, it will

remind us that we are safe

and secure in His love and

that nothing or no one can

destroy us. Then, as the

day unfolds and when the

unexpected occurs and

things seem upside down,

we can know that He is

holding us close to Himself

and that He will protect us

from that which might harm

us. It is in His love that we

are safe and secure. As

Paul wrote, “Nothing can

separate us from the love

of God which is in Christ

Jesus our Lord.” It is His

love that keeps us close to

Him and no one or nothing

can break this bond that

comes from Him.

  As we end each day, we

are advised to praise God

for His faithf

ulness. Indeed,

by His grace He has

brought us through another

day and He has proven

Himself to be trustworthy.

Even when tragedy strikes

or the light of His presence

is dim, we have the

assurance that He is with

us.

  If “things” look bad today,

we can always look back at

our “yesterdays” and see

God at work in our lives and

praise Him for His

t r us t w o r t h i n e s s  a n d

faithfulness.

Visit us at: SowerMinistries.org

PS 230

How Not to have money 
for retirement

2019-2020 Federal Reserve 
SCF data shows us the 
average retirement savings by 
age in the U.S.
•   Ages 18-24: $4,745.25
•   Ages 25-29: $9,408.51
•   Ages 30-34: $21,731.92
•   Ages 35-39: $48,710.27
•   Ages 40-44: $101,899.22
•   Ages 45-49: $148,950.14
•   Ages 50-54: $146,068.38
•   Ages 55-59: $223,493.56
•   Ages 60-64: $221,451.67
•   Ages 65-69: $206,819.35

How can you grow money 
for retirement savings? Three 
men were talking at a morning 
coffee shop table. One said, “I 
hope someday I can just strike 
it rich.” Another one said, “I 
hope I can win the lottery.” 
Another got up to leave the 
table saying, “I’m on my way 
to work, that’s my only hope.” 

You can’t count on winning 
the lottery, or someone leaving 
you a lot of money from their 
estate. However, you can 
count on these two principles 
to grow your retirement fund 
- work and save your money. 
Work a job that pays money. 
Put some of that money aside 
every paycheck into a savings 
plan. 

Can you imagine if you 
had started saving money at 
a younger age, where you 
would be today financially? 
If a 25-year-old would put 
$6,000 in a Roth IRA account 
every year then by the age of 
55, at a 7% rate, that adult 
would have over $600,000 
saved.

Even saving $6,000 a year 
from the age of 40 to the age 
of 65 will give you a nice sum 
of over $400,000 at the same 
rate. Yes, five years makes 
a significant difference in 
compounding interest. Even 
if you can only save $1,000 a 
year the accumulation will be 
over a $100,000.  

A Roth IRA is a good way to 
save money. You have already 
paid tax on the money you are 
putting into the account. The 
money grows every year and 

when you start withdrawing 
the money out of the account 
after age 59 1/2 you don’t 
have to pay taxes on your 
withdrawals.

Traditional IRAS are fine 
too but you are delaying your 
tax responsibility. You avoid 
the tax today to pay it later 
when you start withdrawing 
from your IRA. 

Education should begin 
early. Parents should teach 
children to save money. A 
child can save for a new 
baseball glove, dress, bicycle, 
or car. When we save our 
hard-earned cash and must 
spend it on something 
we want, the value of the 
purchase increases. We know 
how hard it is to save every 
month and then to release 
that entire savings on a 
purchase. If you have saved 
$40,000 to pay cash for a car 
and then write that check to 
pay for it, then the purchase 
kind of takes your breath 
away. You greatly value what 
you bought because how hard 
it was to come up with that 
money and how long it took 
to save that much.

 If you are the ATM 
for your children and just 
instantaneously meet every, 
need they have, they will 
never truly value what you 
have bought them. If they 
must save some money and 
put some effort into the 
purchase, they will have a 
totally different respect for the 
expenditure. 

We realize we can’t take 
money with us when we die. 
Money is only for this life. 
Money is for caring for you 
and helping others. If you 
don’t spend it all there are 
plenty of people, a church or 
charities you can leave it to 
who will enjoy it when you 
are gone. 

Saving money is a weekly 
or monthly choice. You don’t 
have to but if you don’t, you 
won’t have any. 

Join us in 
Worship!

Theology in
The Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug
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Remeber to renew your subscription 
before the end of the month!

Advertise in the Farmers Independent and Clearwater Shopper!

Print advertising is probably cheaper than you think and reaches thousands of people in the 
area. For more information about advertising, contact Joy Paavola (joy@farmersindependent.
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Some Birds are 
Unexpected Winter 

Visitors

DNR Almanac
News from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources

so. With the growing 
popularity of right-wing 
outlets and the suffocating 
allure of social media, they 
prefer to reside in echo 
chambers that traffic in 
grievance and conspiracy 
and that parrot inversions of 
demonstrable reality.

Shamefully, there are 
crass opportunists right there 
alongside them attempting to 
benefit from the exploitation
of their basest instincts. (Yes, 
Congressman Pete Stauber, 
I am thinking of you.) At 
least since President Richard 
Nixon pursued his “southern 
strategy” in 1968, race in 
particular has played an 
instrumental role in rallying 
the modern American right. 
The logic is simple: Convince 
white Americans that people 
of color pose an existential 
threat to their security or “way 
of life” — at other times it has 
been Communists, atheists, 
Muslims, or gays and lesbians 
— and then mobilize them 
around this unfounded fear. 

Here in Duluth, we 
witnessed the strategy play 
out in real time in September 
2020. You may remember 
the chorus of boos from 
the crowd that month when 
Trump, visiting our city 
just hours after refusing to 
condemn white supremacists 
in his first debate with Joe 
Biden, invoked “your favorite 
country, Somalia.” And 
when he spoke the name of 
Minnesota Congresswoman 
Ilhan Omar, herself a Somali 
refugee, the thundering chant
from the rally-goers was 
unmistakable: “Lock her up! 
Lock her up!” These are folks 
who, with virtually no regular
exposure to people who do 
not look or think like them, 
apparently cannot fathom the 

possibility that Rep. Omar is
just as American as they are. 

So where does all this leave 
us a year after hundreds of 
self-described patriots, egged 
on by a president and his 
enablers to “stop the steal,” 
stormed the U.S. Capitol?

Not in a good place. The 
U.S. has never been truly 
democratic. Too many 
people, especially women 
and African
Americans have historically 
been excluded from its 
promise, and today some of 
those exclusions continue. 

The Jan. 6 assault and 
its aftermath revealed the 
persistent weakness of our 
democratic institutions. 
Foremost among these is 
both the ability and the 
willingness of the Republican 
Party to enact minority 
rule. And yes, it is minority 
rule. Even in today’s evenly 
split Senate, which as an 
institution is a product of the 
founders’ hostility to genuine 
democracy, the 50 Democratic 
members represent over 40 
million more people than 
their 50 Republican
counterparts. The 
Republicans recognize this. 
They have thus embarked on 
a campaign to ensure that an 
elected
Democratic majority never 
again emerges, with its most 
obvious manifestations being 
partisan gerrymandering and
the erection of barriers to 
voting.

Will they succeed? Well, 
that’s up to us. 

This article was originally 
published in the Duluth 
News-Tribune and reprinted 
here with permission of the 
author.

Insurrection  / Continued from page 8

Minnesotans’ hardiness 
challenges the comprehension 
of many who live in less 
wintry places.  I have friends 
in these warmer climates who 
wonder how we can tolerate 
our long winters, with their 
extreme cold, treacherous 
driving conditions, slippery 
sidewalks, barren vegetation, 
and high heating bills.  Why 
we stay here and put up with 
these things clearly puzzles 
them!

There are several answers 
to their puzzlement, including 
activities that can only be 
pursued during a Minnesota-
like winter.  Things like ice 
fishing, snowmobiling, cross-
country skiing, downhill 
skiing, skijoring - you can 
train a dog to pull you on skis! 
- snowshoeing, and certainly 
more.

Another thing that makes 
a Minnesota winter tolerable 
is our wildlife.  The most 
dependable way to enjoy 
the creatures who share our 
winters is at our bird feeders.  
And it’s not just birds 
that come to dine on suet, 
sunflower seeds, and cracked 
corn, but squirrels, rabbits, 
and on occasion even deer 
and black bears.  

Visitors to our feeders 
provide a splash of color that 
brightens our winters.  Some, 
like cardinals, blue jays, and 
grosbeaks, are very colorful.  
Others are more subtle in 
their plumage, but no less 
interesting and cheering. 

Some are common and 
very familiar to us, like the 
black-capped chickadee, the 
blue jay and cardinal, the 
white-breasted nuthatch, and 
the less-appreciated “English 
sparrow.” But during some 
winters we’re also treated 
to visits from unfamiliar 

songbirds, members of 
species that are more common 
beyond our state’s borders.  
Some are true nomads during 
the winter months, here today 
and gone tomorrow, and don’t 
accommodate us by lingering 
for long.

One of these uncommon 
visitors is the boreal 
chickadee.  It’s the Canadian 
cousin, you might say, of 
the black-capped chickadee 
found across all of Minnesota.  
Our black-cap is one of 
the most sociable of winter 
neighbors, even to the point 
that—with patience—they 
can sometimes be coaxed to 
come to your hand to take a 
sunflower seed, or pieces of 
shelled corn. 

But the boreal chickadee 
is both more secretive and 
a foreigner, living primarily 
in coniferous forests of the 
northern border country 
and the forested Canadian 
provinces.  It takes its name 
from the boreal forests 
that grow at these far 
northern latitudes.  In Greek 
mythology, Boreas is the god 
of winter and the north wind, 
not to mention its legendary 
place in St. Paul Winter 
Carnival lore!

In its primary home in 
these far northern coniferous 
forests, the boreal chickadee 
spends much of its time 
secluded in interior branches, 
sheltered from the worst 
winter conditions.  Its 
plumage is more colorful than 
the black, white, and gray of 
our black-capped chickadee.  
It has the same black “bib” 
beneath its bill, the same 
gray wings, tail, and nape 
of neck, and the same white 
breast.  But a broad swath of 
its flanks is chestnut brown, 
its cap is chocolate brown 

instead of black, with patches 
of the same chocolate tone 
on its shoulders.  It’s a bird 
watcher’s good fortune that the 
boreal chickadee sometimes 
wanders southward in winter 
and reaches us, feeding on 
seeds and winter-immobilized 
insects, and at our feeders. 

Another uncommon 
winter visitor is a bird—two 
subspecies, actually—that 
looks like it could benefit 
from a visit to an orthodontist!  
The red crossbill and white-
winged crossbill have 
upper and lower mandibles 
that are not aligned, as we 
would expect of a bird’s bill.  
Instead, their bills’ tips cross 
over one another.  This unique 
adaptation distinguishes 
crossbills from most members 
of the finch family and allows 
them to more easily extract 
seeds from the cones of 
conifers like pine, spruce, 
fir, and hemlock, the seeds 
of which they rely on almost 
entirely as a food source.  

Especially when seed-
bearing cones are in short 
supply over their primary 
range in northern boreal 
forests, crossbills sometimes 
move southward—called an 
“irruption”—to find food in 
greater abundance.  These 
food sources may include 
ornamental evergreens in our 
yards, as well as forest trees, 
and—of course—our bird 
feeders, too.  Both red and 
white-winged crossbills are 
primarily rose-to-cranberry 
in coloration, with grayish 
brown wings.  The white-
winged crossbill also has two 
distinctive white bars on each 
wing.  

A third infrequent winter 
visitor also appears as two 
closely related varieties.  It’s 
the waxwing, so named for 

the waxy-looking tips to a 
patch of feathers on each 
wing.  Both cedar waxwing 
and Bohemian waxwing 
have distinctive feathered 
crests, like the cardinal.  
The cedar waxwing and the 
slightly larger, robin-sized 
Bohemian waxwing move 
about in large bands, not in 
response to temperature or 
other climatic factors, but 
in search of edible wild or 
domesticated fruits. 

At a former in-town 
residence we had two 
ornamental crabapple trees.  
If the waxwings graced 
us with a winter visit, our 
backyard would suddenly 
resemble a scene from the 
Alfred Hitchcock thriller 
“The Birds.”  On every limb 
and branch, it seemed, a 
waxwing hung or perched—
wings fluttering—arching 
its feathered neck to reach 
and pluck the dime-sized 
withered fruits.  The air was 
filled with their peculiar 
buzzing “tseee. tseee” notes 
that are so different from the 
chirps, trills, and warbles of 
other songbirds.  

The smaller cedar 
waxwing is mostly tan, gray, 
and yellow, with a bold black 
mask across its face and eyes.  
The Bohemian waxwing is 
grayer than its counterpart, 
especially in the breast where 
the cedar waxwing is more 
yellow, and also sports a 
black facial mask.  Both have 
yellow and black-tipped tail 
feathers.  

The waxwings would 
gorge themselves until the 
supply of tiny crabapples 
on our trees was all but 
exhausted, then disappear as 
suddenly as they had arrived.  
There really are no other 
songbirds that are both so 
handsome and so enigmatic.

Maybe you’ll be blessed 
this winter by the appearance 
of one or more of these 
out-of-the-ordinary avian 
visitors.  Or perhaps another 
unfamiliar species altogether.  
Have your bird guide—hard 
copy or online—at the ready!

Snowmobile trail 
conditions vary throughout 
Minnesota but, in areas where 
there’s good snow, riders 
have been getting out with 
gusto. Snowmobile tracks 
are common sights in road 
ditches, on trails and atop the 
ice. This year’s busy start to 
the riding season continues 
a surge in recent years of 
people riding snowmobiles to 
enjoy Minnesota’s outdoors.

Gov. Tim Walz has 
declared Jan. 15-23 to 
be Snowmobiling Safety 
Awareness Week, and 
Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources 
conservation officers remind 
all riders to brush up on safety 
and prioritize safe rides. So 
far this year, two snowmobile 
riders have lost their lives 
and there have been multiple 
close calls, including several 
snowmobile riders who have 
fallen through the ice. During 
the past eight snowmobile 
seasons, more than seven 
riders, on average, have lost 
their lives each year.

“We’re continuing to see 
new people get into the 
sport of snowmobiling and 
discover the unique way 
riding the trails connects 
them with nature,” said Bruce 
Lawrence, DNR Enforcement 
Division recreational vehicle 
coordinator. “With more than 
22,000 miles of snowmobile 

DNR 
reminds 
riders to 

stay sober, 
ride smart

trails in Minnesota, 
opportunities abound. As long 
as riders make good decisions 
when they’re out riding, 
snowmobiling is something 
they can do the rest of their 
lives.”

Lawrence offers the 
following tips to ensure a safe 
ride:
•	 Stay on marked 

trails. Minnesota’s 
snowmobile clubs work 
hard to maintain good 
riding condition on the 
state’s trails. Riders who 
stay on groomed trails 
are less likely to strike an 
obstacle or trespass onto 
private property. In some 
parts of the state, wet 
conditions where trails 
go through low areas or 
across lakes mean trails 
aren’t yet groomed. 
Riders should check 
trail conditions (mndnr.
gov/snow depth) before 
heading out.

•	 Leave the booze at 
home. Riding under the 
influence is one of two 
main factors in crashes 
and plays a role in about 
60 percent of those that 
are fatal.

•	 Watch the speed. Going 
too fast is the other 
main factor in crashes. 
Many serious and fatal 
crashes happen when a 

Cow Calf Days™
2022 Seminar Tour & Trade Show

www.extension.umn.edu/beef | 218.513.0781 | emmousel@umn.edu

Bagley, MN
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Cattle Market Outlook Alfredo DiCostanzo U of M Beef Team
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Market Prices   Eric Mousel                U of M Beef Team
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speeding snowmobiler 
loses control or strikes an 
object.

•	 Be careful on the ice. In 
recent years, nearly 
every through-the-ice 
fatality has involved 
people who were riding a 
snowmobile or all-terrain 
vehicle when they fell 
through. There must be at 
least 5 to 7 inches of new, 
clear ice to support the 
weight of a snowmobile 
and rider.

•	 Take a snowmobile 
safety course. It’s 
required of anyone 
born after 1976 and 
recommended for 
everyone. People with 
snowmobile safety 
certification are less 
likely to be involved in 
serious or fatal crashes.

Additional safety tips can 
be found on the snowmobile 
safety tips page of the 
DNR website mndnr.gov/
snowmobiling/safety.html.
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REACHING OVER 6,500 HOUSEHOLDS AND BUSINESSES! PLUS ONLINE EXPOSURE!

LET CLASSIFIED ADS DO THE WORK FOR YOU!
Farmers Independent and Clearwater Shopper classified ads are the best bargain you will find in 
advertising. Cost is based on wordage: 25 words or less $11 for week one; two weeks $17; three weeks 
$19; and four or more weeks $5.50 per week. Just add 10 cents per word over 25 and multipy by the 
number of weeks for the additional fee charged for extra words. Your ad fee covers both the Farmers 

Independent and the Clearwater Shopper. You can stop at our office, email your ad, or mail your ad. Pay 
cash or check and deduct $2 from your order. Farmers Independent, PO Box 130, Bagley MN 56621. 
Phone: 218-694-6265; Fax 218-694-6015; email: farmpub@gvtel.com. Credit cards accepted. Be sure your 
writing is legible and include phone number and all pertinent info so your customer can contact you. 

HEALTH & FITNESS

The Producer Group, LLC

Call me at:
1-218-766-8586

or
1-877-445-2450 

The Producer Group, LLC

RECOGNIZED,  RESPECTED  AND RECOMMENDED 

Call me at:
1-218-766-8586 or

1-877-445-2450 

SEARCH ALL MY PROPERTIES AT

WWW.CHRISKVAM.COM

SEARCH ALL MY PROPERTIES AT

WWW.CHRISKVAM.COM

RECOGNIZED,  RESPECTED  
AND RECOMMENDED  -  

“Your  Hometown  Realtor”

“Your  Hometown  Realtor”

(218) 766-9670
(218) 444-2204

        everhart@exitrealtybemidji.com
140 Paul Bunyan Dr. NW

Bemidji, MN 56601
ExitRealtyBemidji.com

Michael Everhart
REALTOR®
Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

PLACES FOR 
SALE OR RENT

tfc-s

WE WANT 
YOU!!

Hwy 2 West, Bagley
218-694-6134

Open 7:30-8 Mon-Sat. 
Sundays 8-6

If you’re looking for a place 
to work, where you feel you 

belong, then stop in and 
see Keith or Yolanda today.

We are looking to fill the 
following positions:

• Day & Night Cashiers
• Courtesy/Carryout

HELP WANTED

                                     Week of January 16, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSADOPTIONS

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

PERMITTING AND
INSTALLATION MANAGER

Grow with the leading inclined eleva-
tor manufacturer. Manage permitting and 
installations. Full-time. Some travel in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. MN or WI limit-
ed master constructor license or greater re-
quired. Marine Innovations 888/334-4666,
i n f o @ m a r i n e i n n o v a t i o n s . c o m

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN Spe-
cial Education License required. EBD 
License preferred. For more information 
see: www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
ELEMENTARY TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN Spe-
cial Education License required. EBD 
License preferred. For more information 
see: www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment 

WANTED: ALL 1970S 
MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

CALIFORNIA NURSERY 
AWAITS NEWBORN 

Promise secure future, devoted grand-
parents, educational opportunities, 
gentle dog. Generous living/relo-
cation expenses paid. Natalie/Carl 
949/371-6310 or attorney 310/663-3467

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

LOOKING FOR 
ASSISTED LIVING

memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
Down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

SERVICES

BUSINESS ADS

WANTED: CABLE 
SKIDDER OPERATOR.  

$18-$25 per hour.  Must have 
experience.  

Please call 218-657-2535. 
(tfc-s)

NOTICE
Classified ads 

submitted in hand 
writing or with 

misspelled words 
are subject to 

the typesetter’s 
interpretation.

FARMERS 
INDEPENDENT 

& 
CLEARWATER 

SHOPPER

Call Greater MN Management 
800-504-6093

www.gmmco.org

Now Leasing at 
Greater MN Management!

Bagley, MN
-Otterkill Gardens ~ 62+ or disabled individuals (market rate; 

subsidized) 1 bedroom
-Hillside Manor (rental assistance) 2, 3 bedroom

Winger, MN
-Parkview Apartments (market rate; subsidized) 1 bedroom

FOR SALE

RESTORE RANGE OF 
MOTHION STRENGTH, 
AND FLEXIBILITY AND 

BREATH. SomaYoga, 
Myofascial Release Therapy 

and Trigger Point Release 
Therepay. SomaYoga@5:30 

Monday’s. 16732 Hwy 2 
N Bagley. apriljoylarson@
gmail.com/218-255-5123. 
Gift certificates available. 
Also Yamuna with Ana. 

Call/text 218- 261-1097 @ 
Instagram yamunawithana. 

(J26-29s)

RUSTIC WAGON WHEEL TABLE: Glass top, handmade, 
48” diameter, $200 firm. Can email photos. Call 694-2024, 

leave message. (tf-s)
--------

2021 CLEARWATER COUNTY PLAT BOOKS $31 ea. 
plus tax Farmers Independent

HELP 
WANTED
The Bagley 

Elevator has a full 
time position open. 

Stop in or call 
Patches for details. 
(218)-694-2256.

tfc-s

Wanted: Program Coordinator
Northern Exposure to Lifelong Learning is seeking a 

Program Coordinator. 
If you are creative, organized, interested in learning and 

continuing education, are dependable and good natured, 
this could be your new part time job! 

The coordinator sets up 8-10 programs each spring 
and fall, organizes program locations and promotions 
and maintains membership and sponsor lists. The 
NELL Coordinator is a paid contract position, part time 
(approximately 200 hours a year.) Pay is negotiable and 
you will work from home. Successful candidate will work 
with the former coordinator for a few months to get up to 
speed. 

NELL is a non-profit with a 12-member board of 
directors. It serves communities in Clearwater and East 
Polk Counties. Coordinator will work with the board to 
develop successful programs. 

Send resume and letter of introduction with three 
references By January 28 to NELL PO Box 585, Bagley 
MN 56621, Ja19c

Prolife March Rally
Guest Speaker: Alison Opdahl.

Speaking on the “Perception of Conception.” 
Prolife march starts at courthouse parking lot 

In Bagley
9:45 a.m. Saturday, January 22

It will end at Calvary Evangelical Free Church. 
• Program starts at the church around 10:15 a.m.
Join the march. You are welcome to bring your

own positive signs or come to the church at 10:00.
Light meal will be provided after the program.

Hosted by MCCL. Minnesota Concerned Citizens for Life
Any questions contact Todd Lundell at (218) 431-0156

Ja19c-15s

Substitute Teacher positions. Substitute teaching opportuni-
ties are available at Bagley Public Schools. Applicants should 
send a cover letter, resume’, teaching license or  substitute 
licensure with a 4 year degree, transcripts and three letters of 
reference to Nichole Ekre at 202 Bagley Ave NW, Bagley MN 
56621 or nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

Paraeducator positions. Paraeducator position openings in 
the Elementary, candidates must be highly qualified, which in-
cludes either 2 or more years of college, an AA Degree, or the 
ability to pass the Para Pro Exam. Application forms may be 
downloaded, picked up in the District Office or you may email 
nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

Substitute Para positions. Substitute para opportunities are 
available at Bagley Public Schools. Applicants must have a 
high school diploma or equivalent. Application forms may be 
downloaded, picked up in the District Office or you may email 
nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

Food Service Support Staff - a high school diploma or GED 
is preferred but not required. Currently accepting applications 
for Food Service Support Staff at the High School and Elemen-
tary. Application forms may be downloaded, picked up in the 
District Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

Substitute Food Service Support Staff - a high school 
diploma or GED is preferred but not required. Currently ac-
cepting applications for substitute food service support staff.

Native American Home School Liaison positions. Full-time 
positions open for the 2021-2022 school year. Candidates must 
be highly qualified, which includes either two or more years 
of college, an AA Degree, or the ability to pass the Para Pro 
Exam. Application forms may be downloaded, picked up in the 
District Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

Special Ed Native American Home School Liaison, 
opening in the High School. Candidates must be highly qual-
ified, which includes either 2 or more years of college, an AA 
Degree, or the ability to pass the Para Pro Exam. A type 3 and 
valid driver’s license is required to assist with student transpor-
tation/IEP transportation. 

For more information, please call Nichole Ekre at 694-6184.
Full-Time Route Bus Drivers and Substitute Bus Drivers 

positions. Applicants must have or be able to obtain a school 
bus driver’s license endorsement. The District is willing to 
help applicants obtain their school bus endorsement. New 
drivers will receive a $200 stipend after six months of driving 
to help defray the cost of certification. Application forms may 
be downloaded, picked up in the District Office or you may 
email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. For more information, please 
call Stuart Dukek at 694-6122.

Application forms may be downloaded, picked up in the 
District Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. For 
more information, please call Nichole Ekre at 694-6184.

Bagley Independent School District 162 does not discriminate on the 
basis of sex/gender, sexual orientation, race, color, creed, national origin, 
religion, disability, receipt of public assistance, marital status, or age in 
employment. F2c12s

The Bagley Public School 
has an opening for the 

following positions:

The Board of Education, ISD #162, Bagley, MN is soliciting 
sealed bids for removal and replacement of the EPDM 
membrane on select portions of the High School roof. 
Bid scope can be picked up at the Superintendent’s office 

and site inspection can be arranged by contacting Dan 
LaVine or Ron McCollum at 694-6184. 
Sealed proposals will be accepted at the district office at 

202 Bagley Ave. NW, Bagley, MN 56621 until 12:00 PM 
CST on Friday, February 25, 2022 at which time they will 
be opened publicly. The Bagley School District reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids.

Ja26c

Invitation to Bid

NOW FORMING: Hunting 
dog, candle making, and 

recipe swap. Over 18 please! 
Men and women welcome. 

Call Chuck Holm at 218776-
3209. Next to the Deep Lake 
Access road. 3 miles outside 

Clearbrook. (J19c22s)
--------

LAMINATED 
MEMORIALS, Bookmarks, 

etc. Price dependent on 
quantity, ink choices, size. Call 
Farmers Independent, your full 
service printer. 218-694-6265 

(tf-s)
-------

COMMUNITY ART 
STUDIOS Being creative is 

our specialty. Pottery, mosaics, 
jewelry making, beading, 
paint (acrylic, watercolor), 

and more. All ages welcome. 
Cost $5.00/day – supplies are 

provided. Located at CWLC in 
Gonvick. Our studio mentors, 

Karen and LeAnn, will be 
available Mondays from 10am-
3pm to help with any of your 

projects.

PICKLEBALL If you are in 
need of physical exercise and 
connection with great people, 

join us Monday, Wednesday, & 
Thursday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. & 3 
- 6 p.m. in Gonvick. Pickleball 
is a great mix of tennis, ping-
pong and badminton. We are 
happy to help you learn this 

fun sport!

DID YOU KNOW? Clear 
Waters Life Center provides 
free counseling services. We 

aren’t meant to go through life 
alone, get on a road to healing 
and wholeness. Give us a call 
to setup an appointment: 218-

776-2789.

MUSTARD SEED HOMES 
(MSH) Do you know or are 

you someone who needs 
a fresh start? MSH is a 

residential program for adult 
men that provides vocational 

and life skills training, support 
groups, and development 
of a healthy physical and 
spiritual life. Openings 

available. Visit our website 
for more information: www.

mustardseedhomes.org

ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION: Individualized 

classes Tuesdays 6:00-
8:00p.m. and Wednesdays 

12:30-3:00p.m. at Clear Waters 
Life Center in Clearbrook. 
Mondays 12:30-2:30p.m. 
and Thursdays 9:30a.m. to 

12:30p.m. at the Bagley ALP 
Bldg.

GED, Accuplacer, Digital 
Literacy, Job Skills and more. 

Contact Sherry at 218-776-
2789 or shjelle@nwservice.

org.

NEW TWIN MATTRESS 
WITH BOXSPRING $229 
Full Size Set $269, Queen 

Set $319. Also Frames, 
Headboards, Sofas, Love 
Seats And 18 Different 

Mattress Options To Choose 
From-Brother’s Furniture 

Since 2012 -Delivery 
Available- Call 218-766-0064  
brothersdiscountfurniture.com 

(J19c22s)
---------

BOWS AND BRITCHES is 
your new favorite consignment 

store, carrying clothing for 
children, women’s, men’s, and 
plus sizes. Let us sell your stuff 

for you! 503 Central St. W, 
Bagley. 694-2070. (tfc-s)

----------
SHOP-AT-THE-TOP is Clear 
Waters Life Center’s volunteer 

operated store with over 
6,000 sq. feet of retail space 

in Clearbrook. Donations 
accepted during business hours.  

CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION 
CELEBRATION

Wednesday, January 
26th  10am - 12pm, CWLC - 

Clearbrook Gym 
Come and join us as we 

celebrate you! We’ll have pie 
& ice cream, door prizes and 

giveaways.  
We have been so blessed by 

you and we want to show our 
gratitude. 

Visit our website for more 
information https://www.

clearwaterslife.org/shop-at-the-
top.html  

Hours are 10:00am to 4:00pm 
weekdays & 10:00am – 

12:00pm Saturdays 
 ---------

RESTORE IT! FURNITURE 
SHOP is Clear Waters Life 

Center’s furniture shop 
in Clearbrook, as well as, 

custom furniture crafting and 
restoration business. If you 

have furniture that needs some 
love or want to have a furniture 
piece custom created, give us a 

call: 218-776-2789. 
Hours are 10:00am to 4:00pm 

weekdays & 10:00am – 
12:00pm Saturdays

TWO BR APT. @ 
NORTHPINE APTS.  $650 

includes heat and water. 
One bdrm avail Oct. $600 
Dep., Ref., and application 
required. 218-766-7380 or 

218-751-1143 (tfc-s)
--------

SMALL 1 BEDROOM 
APT: $600 per month plus 
deposit. Utilities paid. Call 
218-760-6777 (Ja19-22s)

--------
FOR RENT: Bagley Mini 
Storage unit. Call Doug or 

Colleen at 657-3037 or 218-
368-0168 (Ja19-22s)

-------
FOR RENT: 3 bedroom, 
1 bath single story house, 

single garage. No smoking, 
no pets. $650.00 per month 
plus utilities. Call 218-766-

9162 (F2-5s)

GUN & SPORTSMAN 
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION  

www.mcmullensales.com 
 

For This Auction We Will Accept Firearms, Ammo, 
Along With Fish Houses, ATVs & Much More   

 
The Gun Market (Demand) Is High These Days 
So Take Advantage Of The High Prices You Can  

Receive For Your Firearms And Ammo 
 

Consign Your Items With Us By Tues., February 8th 
To Have Your Items Advertised In Our Large  

Marketing Area With Maximum Return  
 

Just Give Us A Call, Email Us Or Stop In Our Office 
 

TIMED  
ONLINE  

MCMULLEN  Auctioneers 
218-681-3960 or mcmullensales@mncable.net 

Hwy. 59 S., Thief River Falls
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Legislative
Report
By Rep. Steve Green
R-Fosston
District 2B

HAPPY HOUR:
Monday - Friday 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Book your special events with the Legion.

For your kitchen needs 
CONTACT JOYCE MOEN, 218-358-0479

CONTACT RICHARD, 694-6125
JOIN NOW! Looking for Post, 

Auxiliary, & SAL Members
BINGO FRIDAY NIGHTS at 7:00 p.m.

AMERICAN LEGION
IRVIN BLIX POST #16
Bagley, MN 56621 ~ Phone: (218) 694-6125

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES FOR
JANUARY/FEBRUARY

Wed. 19th: Post Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Thurs. 20th: Humane Society Meeting, 6:00 p.m.

Fri. 21st: Roast Beef Supper with mashed potatoes and 
vegatables, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Sat.22nd: Bar Bingo, 2:00 p.m.
Wed. 26th: LSS Cooking Class, 12:30 - 2 p.m.

Fri. 28th Burger & Taco Salad Night, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Sat. 29th: Bar Bingo, 2:00 p.m.

February Schedule Coming Soon!

Friday, January 21st

Ja19c

ROAST BEEF DINNER
Mashed potatoes and vegatables         $11

5:30 - 7:30 P.M.
AMERICAN LEGION

IRVIN BLIX POST #16
Bagley, MN 56621 ~ Phone: (218) 694-6125

Canary    ......  page 2

“WALK-INS WELCOME”

– 218-668-2688 –

R
27

C

Happy Hour:
Mon.-Fri., 4:00-6:00

Breakfast
every weekend

Saturdays starting at 10 am 
Sundays at 11 am

PULL
TABS

ON-OFFSALE
FOOD

Free Wireless
Internet

NOTARY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Steak Dinner
every Thursday

Mon.-Sat.: Open at 10 am      Sun.: Open at 11 amHOURS

Marinated, Panko Crusted 
Deep Fried Pork Chop 

Dinner  FRI. & SAT. NIGHTS

Marinated, Panko Crusted 
Now

Serving

the grill is 
open late

7 days 
a week!

Daily Specials

Steak & Lobster Dinner
every Thursday

Free Wireless
Internet

Open at noon Monday-Saturday
Phone: 218-668-2688 -- In Lengby

Dine In, Take-out Food & Off Sale Open

6 Days

 Use 5500--6600%%  LLEESSSS  WWOOOODD to heat your 
buildings with our 9900%%  EEFFFFIICCIIEENNTT  

OOUUTTDDOOOORR  WWOOOODD  BBOOIILLEERRSS

218.779.2439     
www.BisonRidgeLLC.com

* Sales     * Service     * Parts     *Financing   

CleanFire 26% TAX CREDIT

 (CONTACT YOUR TAX PROFESSIONAL TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE TAX CREDIT)

Matt Huschle
Bagley, MN

CC Extension Part Time 
Support Staff Position

Clearwater County is looking to hire a part time support 
staff person to work in the University of Minnesota Extension 
Office for 10-40 hrs/year starting at $15.51/hr.  Flexible 
hours. Open until filled.  

For a full job description visit co.clearwater.mn.us/
employment Ja12c

The Clearwater Day Activity 
Center, Inc. will hold its 
annual meeting via Zoom on 
Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m.  

The Pine Ridge Residence, 
Inc. will hold its annual 
meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, 
January 18, 2022 at 2:00 p.m.

 Both Meetings will be held 
Via Zoom. Please contact the 
office at 694-6541, for more 
information on how to join the 
Zoom meeting.

Pine Ridge &
Clearwater DAC 
Annual Meetings

Ja12c15s

Call Greater MN Management 
800-504-6093

www.gmmco.org

Now Leasing at 
Greater MN Management!

Bagley, MN
-Otterkill Gardens ~ 62+ or disabled individuals (market rate; 

subsidized) 1 bedroom
-Hillside Manor (rental assistance) 2, 3 bedroom

Winger, MN
-Parkview Apartments (market rate; subsidized) 1 bedroom

WANTED: Board Members!
Clearwater DAC and Pine Ridge Residence are looking 

for new Board Members!  If you are interested in serving 
on a non-profit board that works with the betterment of 
developmentally disabled adults please call (218) 694-6541 
for more information.

Ja19c22s

Just want to share some notes 
on a couple of newsworthy 
items that transpired yesterday, 
starting with the U.S Supreme 
Court blocking the Biden 
administration’s push to 
impose excessive Covid-19 
requirements on businesses.

Minnesota’s OSHA agency 
announced it is suspending 
enforcement of the mandate, 
in line with the Supreme Court 
decision. However, MNOSHA 
will continue to encourage 
employers to implement their 
own policies.

While this is good news, 
it is disappointing to see the 
court rule the vaccine mandate 
for health care facilities could 
be enforced while the case 
continues in lower courts. 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid announced first doses 
must be administered by Jan. 
27 and second doses by Feb. 
28.

The bottom line is we 
now need to stay vigilant to 
make sure our state doesn’t 
force its own vaccine-related 
mandates on citizens. We’ve 
already seen it happen in 
Minnesota’s two largest cities 
and I will stand against any 
statewide pushes.

On another note, Gov. 
Walz’s appointees to the 
Minnesota Sentencing 
Guidelines Commission 
yesterday postponed action 
on a controversial proposal 
to reduce sentences for repeat 
criminals. 

Yes, you read that right: 
The Walz administration is 
considering reducing sentences 
for repeat criminals at a time 
the state is experiencing a 
historic wave of violent crime. 

Senate and House 
Republican leaders held a press 
conference yesterday morning 
urging the commission to 
reject the proposal, and dozens 
of lawmakers sent letters last 
month to the commission 
voicing strong opposition. But, 
more importantly, Minnesotans 
submitted what is believed to 
be the largest-ever number of 
public comments to the MSGC 
on the controversial sentencing 
proposal. More than 3,500 
comments were submitted, 
with 95% (3,353) in opposition. 

I sincerely thank citizens 
who took time out of their day 
to register concerns over this 
bad proposal. We need more 
law and order in our state 
instead of going soft on repeat 
offenders. It is fair to say your 
input was a factor in causing 
the commission to punt its vote.

But, once again, our work 
is not done on this issue. The 
governor and his administration 
did not drop action on their 
terrible plan, they just delayed 
it, maybe buying some time to 
rally their fringe activists and 
redouble their efforts.

If the governor wants to 
reduce sentences for repeat 
criminals, he should ask House 
Democrats to put it in bill form. 
The 2022 legislative session 
starts in a little over two weeks, 
so let’s have this discussion in 
the House. It would give House 
Democrats a chance to defend 
the Walz administration’s 
position so we can all hear 
why they want to ease up on 
repeat criminals at a time most 
of us want to end this surge in 
lawlessness in our state.

is accepting applications for 
2 Agency Social Worker Positions.

These position will provide waiver case management to 
vulnerable adults with physical and/or developmental 

disabilities. 
Other duties may include, but are not limited to, adult general 

case management, intake, assessments and investigations.  
Applications must be submitted by 4:30 p.m. on 1/31/2022.
Salary range is $24.33-$31.87/hour as of the current union 

contract for 2021.  There will be an increase in the wage when 
the union contract is finalized. To see the position description 

and to apply go online to
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/mnmeritsystem 

We are an equal opportunity employer

Clearwater County Department 
of Human Services 

Ja
26

c2
9s

Bagley Dance Show
Come support the Bagley Dance Team as they hold their 

annual fundraiser January 22nd, 2022 at the Bagley High 
School. Doors open at 2:30. Show 
begins at 3:00 p.m. Admission $6 
Adult , $4 Student, 2 and under are 
free. Activity passes NOT accepted. 

Performances by Bagley Dance 
Team, Raise The Barre and Just For 
Kix. 

Ja19c22s

The Clearbrook-Gonvick School District is looking to 
fill 3 vacant school board positions.  The following are the 
requirements to hold this office:

• At least 21 years of age
• U.S. citizen and eligible to vote
• Resident of the Clearbrook-Gonvick School District for 

at least 30 days
• No record of criminal sexual misconduct which 

registration is required
Please submit a letter of interest including the following 

information: Name, phone number, email address, and home 
address to:

Ryan Grow, Superintendent
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd
Clearbrook, MN 56634
Letters of interest will be accepted until January 31st, 

2022 at 4 p.m.

School Board Positions Available

Ja26c29s

ONLINE AUCTION
January 2022 Auction

This auction includes items for fishing contsets 
including professional scales, antiques and 

collectibles, household, furniture, tools, & hardware.

Bidding begins to end at 7:07 p.m. 
on January 24, 2022

Register & Bid on our Website 
Bidlakecountry.com

Contact: 218-407-7743
Website: www.lakecountrysales.com

Certified & Licensed Auctioneer: Mark Sorenson

Lake Country Sales
Where Buyers & Sellers Meet!

Ja19c22s 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. with 
registration from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
after which the meetings will start.

DFL members are meeting in the old 
court room on the second floor of the 
Court House in Bagley 

• Person must wear mask
• Social distance
• Provide proof of Covid-19

vaccination or negative test

CLEARWATER COUNTY 
DFL PRECINCT CAUCUSES

Ja26c

February 1st, 2022

Thoughts from 
the Sheriff

Clearwater County 
Sheriff 

Darin Halverson
It is hard to believe that 

we are already into a new 
year. I hope everyone had 
a great holiday season and 
made memories with family 
and friends that will last a 
lifetime. As we begin 2022, 
I want to recap last year’s 
activity within Clearwater 
County and the Sheriff’s 
Office. Although it was a busy 
year, we were still able to make 
improvements to our office that 
will benefit the community for 
years to come. I again want 
to thank everyone for their 
support of law enforcement 
over the past year. Without the 
encouragement and support, 
our jobs would be much more 
difficult. 

Before going into activity 
for 2021, I want to let you 
know about improvements or 
changes that occurred during 
the year. Our first major 
upgrade was the purchase of 
a mobile command post. We 
purchased a 2009 school 
bus after it had been traded 
in by the Bagley School 
District. With funds from 
the Federal CARES Act, we 
were able to remodel the 
bus into a mobile dispatch/
command post. This replaces 
our 25-year-old Emergency 
Management trailer that we 
previously used. Having this 
new mobile command post is 
important in case of any major 
emergency or disaster. We 
hope to not use it regularly, but 
we are now better prepared.

The next new addition to 
our office came thanks to 
a generous donation from 
the TEAM Foundation at 
TEAM Industries. We had 
been looking into a suitable 
rescue sled/trailer in the event 
of a medical rescue such as 
a snowmobile or hunting 
accident. We previously 
had an open sled that was 
only able to fit the person 
being rescued. It was nearly 
impossible for an EMS 
worker to provide aid while 
the victim was being pulled 
out to an ambulance. Our new 
rescue trailer is fully enclosed 
with a heater and emergency 
scene lights on it and is big 
enough for an EMS worker 
to ride inside and monitor 
the patient. It rides on skis in 
the winter and tires at other 
times of the year. Without 
the generous donation, we 
would not have been able to 
upgrade to this much needed 
trailer. Thank you, TEAM.

In addition to equipment, 
we also worked with other 
agencies to come up with 
funding for an additional 
deputy to work with Clearwater 
County Department of Human 

Services and the newly 
established DWI court. This 
deputy will investigate child 
and vulnerable adult cases 
and help monitor those going 
through the DWI court. In 
addition, this deputy will work 
with the courts to provide 
a bailiff in the courtroom 
in addition to transports for 
inmates or others as ordered 
by the court. Funding for 
this position will primarily 
come from grants and other 
revenue sources. 

The last thing we worked 
on was establishing a 
Chaplaincy program through 
the Sheriff’s Office to provide 
help to community members 
and law enforcement staff 
during and after a traumatic 
event. We have been working 
with local clergy to develop 
this. I believe this will be an 
important and needed service 
to our county. We hope to 
have training in the very 
early stages of this year to get 
it officially off the ground.  

As for activity in the 
county last year, we were 
busy with the construction of 
Enbridge’s Line 3 and with 
those who opposed it. This 
was unchartered territory for 
our office. I was proud of our 
staff during this time as we 
remained professional and 
avoided any major problems 
or flashpoints that would 
have undoubtedly brought 
more activists and anti-law 
enforcement people to our 
county. At the same time, we 
respected the rights of those 
wanting to lawfully protest 
the construction. There was 
a lot of give and take on 
both sides and frustration 
from those living and 
traveling through the area of 
construction. We were stuck 
in the middle and had to work 
with everyone. For much of 
it, we were able to have an 
open line of communication 
with the demonstrators 
which allowed for us to 
set up clear expectations 
and boundaries. If those 
expectations were not met and 
laws were broken, citations 
or arrests were made. In the 

end, Line 3 was constructed 
and those wanting to monitor 
the construction and voice 
their opposition were able 
to. We avoided constant 
turmoil and construction 
in our county went on with 
very limited interruption. 
Not everyone agreed with 
our approach, but in the end, 
I believe it proved successful 
for all those involved.

Overall activity in the 
county last year remained 
stable compared to the 
previous year. We had a total 
of 8,706 calls compared to 
8,793 in 2020. It was good 
to see those numbers level 
off as we had been seeing 
a sharp rise in the overall 
number of calls over the past 
five years. Of those calls, our 
deputies responded to 4,565 
of them.  

Some of the major crimes 
that our deputies responded 
to in the county decreased 
or remained stable last year 
compared to 2020. Burglaries 
dropped from 48 to 29, 
criminal sexual conduct cases 
fell from 21 to 16 as well as 
property damage calls from 
42 to 33. Theft calls increased 
slightly to 157 from 120 
the previous year. Assaults 
in the county were 46 last 
year compared to 41 in 2020 
and domestic assaults also 
increased to 55 from 47.  

I hope this snapshot of 
our activity from 2021 is 
beneficial to the public. We 
continue to work diligently 
to provide the best service to 
the residents of Clearwater 
County and those who visit 
here. Thank you again for your 
understanding and support of 
law enforcement throughout 
the year.  We stand ready to 
serve Clearwater County.

If you have questions that 

you would like answered or 
any suggestions, please email 
me at darin.halverson@
co.clearwater.mn.us or call 
the Sheriff’s Office at 218-
694-6226. You can also find 
us on Facebook by searching 
for Clearwater County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Thank you and as always, I 
am honored to serve as your 
Clearwater County Sheriff.


